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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 
PLO Offficials Discuss Internal, External Affairs 


PLO Activities Within Israel 
44040149 London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 
19 Mar 88 pp 17-18 


{Interview with National Fund Director Juwayd al- 
Ghasin, by Rashid Khashanah: “The American Stand Is 
An Act of Terrorism Against the Palestinian People,” in 
Tunis, date not specified] 


[Text] Here are three interviews with three Palestinians, 
each of whom talked to AL-TADAMUN about one or 
more aspects of the Palestinian cause and its develop- 
ments. The three personalities were Juwayd al-Ghasin, 
director of the Palestine National Fund and member of 
the PLO’s Executive committee; Head of the PLO Mis- 
sion to the United Nations Zahdi Labib al-Tarzi, and 
Hasan ‘Abd-al-Rahman, who was the director of the 
PLO Washington Office until it was closed down. Our 
colleague Rashid Khashanah conducted all three inter- 
views in Tunis. 


The interview with Director of the Palestine National 
Fund Juwayd al-Ghasin dealt not only with financial 
matters and the PLO’s financial siiuation, but also 
covered political questions, since he is a member of the 
PLO Executive Committee. When AL-TADAMUN mei 
with him in Tunis, Juwayd al-Ghasin was engaged in a 
series of consultations with PLO leaders and participat- 
ing in the all-night meetings of the Executive Committee. 
Here is the text of the interview. 


[Question] How would you explain the difference 
between the continuation and escalation of the popular 
uprising, on the one hand, and America’s obstinant 
refusal to recognize the PLO or to make the simplest 
concessions which might lead to a dialog with it? 


[Answer] America is Israel’s guardian. The problem 
between us and America is that it always tries to do what 
Israel wants, not what its conscience, if it has one, 
dictates. For this reason, it gives Israeli about US $3 
billion, in addition to other kinds of support. If it didn’t, 
then Israel would not have survived as a state, since it 
does not have the basic qualifications of an independent 
state. Therefore, American stubbornness is nothing but 
an act of terrorism intended to wipe out and eliminate 
the Palestinian cause. The decision to close the PLO 
offices in Washington and New York is part of the fierce 
campaign which America ts conducting, the reaction to 
which came from within Israel, from 2,250,000 citizens 
trying to tear up the map which America and Israel have 
drawn for Palestine. 


[Question] How is the PLO command, which is outside 
Israel, able to help support the people within Israel? 
What kind of coordination exists between the two com- 
mands? 
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[Answer] There is constant ioternal-external contact. 
Every family has members inside Israel and overseas. 
The command also has members inside Israel and over- 
seas. Those in Israel are working unde: the PLO banner, 
in complete harmony with the people, .» order to dis- 
lodge the usurping enemy and gain recognition of the 
established, legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 
But our people have gotten tired of just hearing their 
rights being demanded at international meetings, and 
have gone beyond all of that to assert their willingness to 
make the costliest, most priceless sacrifice. Children’s 
breasts have become an armor against Israeli soldiers 
bristling with weapons and war material. 


[Question] Many questions were raised about the pur- 
poses and circumstances surrounding the “Ship of the 
Return.” Could you tell us what went on behind the 
scenes within the command before the decision was 
made? 


[Answer] The idea of “the Ship of the Return” was an 
independent decision. Some of the people involved in 
the operation thought thai it would run parallel to what 
was happening in the occupied territories. It was to have 
been an expression of the determination to return to the 
homeland against the Zionist entity’s will. The ship, 
therefore, would have carried a sign to the Palestinian 
people, especially in view of what happened to the four 
deportees and the many persons who had been deported 
in the past, such as Muhammad Milham and the late 
Fahd al-Qawasimah, who, in spite of all the international 
resolutions which have been issued about their repatria- 
tion, have been unable to return. 


[Question] Before you made your decision, had you 
expected that Israel would use all the means it did to 


oppose the ship? 


[Answer] We expected that Israel would prevent the ship 
from returning, so that it would not appear to be weak in 
the eyes of international public opinion, since it was 
expected that the voyage would be covered on television. 
But Israel strongly resisted the journey, and threatened 
and pressured the ship’s owner.. The ultimate factor in 
preventing the ship from leaving port was intervention 
by a country like the United Staies. We asked several 
shipping companies to rent us one of their ships, but they 
either refused or changed their mind because of the 
pressure America was exerting on them. 


{Question} Aren't you afraid that rationalizing expendi- 
tures will limit the PLO’s movements and overseas 
activities? 


[Answer] Since there are not enough resources, there is 
no question that we must reduce our expenditures, 
because we have no alternative. If there are not enough 
resources, what alternative is there but to reduce 
expenses and needs to the minimum, so we can continue 
working? If we don’t have the money we need, national 
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action will naturally meet with great difficulties, espe- 
cially since we are trying to help our people in Israel 
stand fast, on the one hand, and to establish an indepen- 
dent national economy separate from the Israeli econ- 
omy, on the other hand, in which Palestinian workers 
will not go to work in Israeli factories and will boycott 
their products. This campaign has already begun, but all 
Palestinian imports now have to pass through Israel, 
even if they are going to Palestinian factories there. 
Exports face the same difficulties, in addition to heavy 
taxes. Before the current uprising, we conducted a sur- 
vey, and found that Palestinian workers in Israel earn 
$450 million a year in wages, whereas Israel sells the 
occupied territories goods worth about $1 billion. In 
other words, there is a $550 million deficit in favor of the 
Israeli balance of payments. In addition to this, Israel 
deducts money as taxes from the Palestinian people, 
which is a huge burden on them. It will be a major 
accomplishment for us if we succeed in liberating this 
economy. Therefore, in order to achieve independence, 
we must begin now, by separating the Palestinian econ- 
omy from the Israeli economy, refusing to work in Israeli, 
and then providing alternative resources within Israel. 


[Question] How will the PLO provide these alternative 
resources? The 1984 work stoppage in occupied Pales- 
tine placed a huge financial burden on the heads of 
families. How can these every-day problems be resolved? 


[Answer] The struggle must be divided into stages, 
especially given the present circumstances. As the first 
stage, we are now providing aid to those of our people 
who live within the borders of the lands occupied in 
1967. This struggle will then escalate until it reaches the 
stage of total revolt and separation of the Palestinian 
economy from the Israeli economy. This plan will have 
two results. First of all, the Israeli economy will defi- 
nitely be affected, because the Palestinian work force it 
now employs is very cheap. Secondly, we will be building 
a self-reliant economy. The people are already beginning 
to depend on its products, even though quantities have 
not been sufficient and the factories are not producing 
everything the inhabitants need. However, little by little, 
we will find ourselves capable of separating our economy 
from the Israeli economy. 


[Question] What sort of financial support have the Arabs 
given the popular uprising in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip? 


[Answer] This is a very important question. Let me say 
here that in order for us to ensure its perseverance and 
continuation, this uprising needs a great deal of support 
from our Arab brothers and sisters. Each piaster or 
dirham set aside for this uprising will make it even more 
unyielding and persistent, and will strengthen our 
patient, persevering people's resolve in their confronta- 
tion with the Zionist war machine. There is no doubt 
that the uprising, because of all the sacrifices our people 
have made, will continue to need more support than it 1s 
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now receiving. Therefore, this support must continue, 
and it must be commensurate with the sacrifices 
demanded by the great uprising. 


Closing of PLO Mission in New York 
44040149 London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 
19 Mar 88 pp 18-19 


[Interview with Head of the PLO United Nations Mis- 
sion Zuhdi al-Tarzi, by Rashid Khashanah: “They Wiil 
Stay In New York In Spite Of the American Decision;” 
in Tunis, date not specified] 


[Text] After the United States announced its decision to 
close the PLO mission in New York, AL-TADAMUN 
met with Zuhdi Labib al-Tarzi, head of the mission and 
the PLO’s observer at the United Nations, who was in 
Tunisia for consultations with the Palestinian command. 
The interview began with a question about the back- 
ground to the American decision. 


[Answer] America’s President Reagan signed a law 
which considers the PLO to be a terrorist organization, 
and which thus forbids anyone from working or cooper- 
ating with it, and also forbids the organization from 
undertaking any activity. This step means that America 
is off-limits to the Palestinian people. The law also 
forbids the American people to undertake any activity 
which might b< construed as support for the PLO or for 
anything the PLO is working towards. Inasmuch as this 
Organization is the spokesman for the Palestinian people 
and for their aspirations and goals, this law prohibits the 
PLO from calling for the achievement of the rights of the 
Palestinian people. This is not something unusual for the 
Reagan gov*rnment, since in recent years American 
policy has been aimed at wiping out the Palestinian 
representation. It is obvious to the United States that the 
Palestinian representation is the PLO, which is officially 
recognized aound the world as the representative of and 
spokesman for the Palestinian people. Therefore, this 
law poses several dangers. First of all, publicizing the 
Palestinian cause in America is prohibited. Secondly, 
enforcing this law, as the American secretary of justice 
has explained, requires that all the PLO’s offices be 
closed. Since the only PLO office in the United States is 
the permanent mission to the United Nations, the Amer- 
ican secretary of justice has said that this law should be 
interpreted as calling for an end to the PLO mission to 
the United Nations in New York. 


The UN General Assembly, by a majority of 145 votes, 
resolved that the PLO mission is protected by the 
agreement reached between the United States and the 
United Nations, and therefore any move against the 
PLO is a breach of an international agreement which the 
United States had signed and to which it is a party. Now, 
the only course left to the American government is for 
President Reagan to exercise his powers and responsibil- 
ities as a head of state and declare that this law must not 
conflict with the United State's obligations in the context 
of international law, and that therefore this law will not 
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apply to the mission. However, it is obvious that Presi- 
dent Reagan will never take this step, and thus the 
United Nations will have to resort to enforcing the 
agreement. There is a clause which clearly states that in 
such circumstances the dispute must be submitted to a 
court of arbitration, in which one member will be 
appointed by the United States, another by the Secretary 
General of the United Nations, and the third judge by 
agreement between both parties. If no such agreement is 
reached, the chief justice of the International Court of 
Justice will appoint the third member. 


[Question] If this course fails, what will the PLO do? 


[Answer] Then we will go to the International Court of 
Justice to get its opinion on the status of this agreement, 
since the United States has violatc it and is not fulfilling 
its international obligations. The international court will 
confirm what the Genera! Assembly has resolved—that 
the agreement protects the PLO’s mission in New York. 
Of course, there will be difficulties, but we are prepared 
to meet them, since the PLO is determined to stay in 
New York, at the United Nations headquarte: s, because 
this is its inalienable right. 


[Question] Will the PLO resort to the first course, i.e. 
arbitration? 


[Answer] It is the General Assembly which has requested 
arbitration. We are waiting for the General Assembly 
sessions to resume, so that the General Assembly can ask 
the Secretary General to resort to arbitration. If the host 
country (i.e. the United States) does not agree to that, we 
will go to the International Court of Justice with a 
request from the General Assembly. 


[Question] What should the Arab nations in the United 
Nations do to support the PLO in this conflict? 


[Answer] First of all, the Arab countries must uphold the 
agreement and its sanctity. Secondly, they must stand 
alongside the PLO and not look for some loophole for 
the United States. A number of loopholes can be antic- 
ipated, but the only real way out for the United States is 
for it to respect this internationally-resolved agreement. 


[Question] This sort of thing will take a long time, and 
will involve many difficulties, as you mentioned earlier. 
How will the PLO’s mission continue to operate during 
this period? 


[Answer] Every law and regulation has a reserve clause 
suspending enforcement. Even in the charter of the 
International Court of Justice there is a clause which 
allows the situation to continue as is until the court 
reaches a final decision. Thus, we will make use of this 
provision until the dispute is settled. 


[Question] Will you make use of Arab groups in America 
to put pressure on America to reverse the decision? 
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[Answer] First of all, they need to protect themselves and 
their existence. Even so, they could approach the Depart- 
ment of State and ask that this law be abrogated. 


The PLO Office in Washington 
44040149 London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 
19 Mar 88 pp 18-19 


[Interview with Director of the PLO Washington Office 
Hasan ‘Abd-al-Rahman, by Rashid Khashanah: “Our 
Activities In America Have Not Stopped;” in Tunis, date 
not specified] 


[Text] Prior to calling for the closure of the PLO mission 
to the United Nations, the American administration had 
already closed the PLO’s Washington office about a year 
ago. Hasan ‘Abd-al-Rahman, who had been the director 
of the PLO Washington Office, was in Tunis for consul- 
tations with the Palestinian comn.-and at the same time 
as the recent announcement that the American president 
had signed a law which termed the PLO a terrorist 
organization and according to which the American 
administration was calling for closing the PLO’s mission 
to the United Nations. AL-TADAMUN met with Hasan 
‘Abd-al-Rahman and conducted the following interview. 


[Question] What is the background to the American 
decision? Can it be considered a message from the 
American administration to the effect that there can be 
no dialog with the PLO? 


[Answer] That is so. The decision is part of the American 
administration’s campaign against the PLO as the 
embodiment of the existence of the Palestinian people. 
Therefore, it is an attempt to make any Palestinian 
national action by the PLO in the United States illegal, 
because the PLO is synonymous with Palestinian 
national independence. The United States has taken a 
stand against Palestinian national independence, and 
therefore is trying to wipe out all expressions of this 
independence. 


[Question] Is there some way the PLO can bypass this 
law and maintain the Palestinian political presence in 
one form or another? 


[Answer] There is a difference between the symbol and 
the tool. The PLO office in Washington was a symbol of 
the PLO and of national independence. It was also a too. 
for Palestinian national action in America. The Ameri- 
can administration can attack the symbol by means of a 
political stand, but as for the tool, there are many ways 
by which those of us who live in the United States can 
bring the Palestinian viewpoint to the American public 
and by which we can continue to operate, whether the 
office is closed or open. There are many ways and means. 


[Question] There are reports that you will be setting up a 
center for Palestinian affairs. 
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[Answer] We have already set up a section within the 
Arab League mission, which we cal! the ?alestinian 
Affairs Center Section. It publicizes the Palestinian 
cause in America, and makes contacts ‘o serve this cause. 


[Question] Does this mean that in the near future, the 
PLO’s activities will be carried out through the Arab 
League mission? 


[Answer] Our activities have no’ stopped, and thev will 
continue. However, we are now dealis.g with America’s 
political and legal stand. 


[Question] The Western news media hive reported that 
there have been meetings in Eurcpean czpitals between 
Arab personalities and Israeli officials, aimed at bypass- 
ing Yitzhaq Shamir’s opposition to 22 internatioaal 
conference and at making preparations for holding a 
preparatory session in which Palestinians not connecied 
with the PLO will participate. Are these developments 
connected with the American decision? 


[Answer] I cannot confirm or deny that «uch meetings 
have taken place, but I speak for our broihies in Israci 
and overseas when I say that there are no Paiestiniaris 
who are not connected with the PLO. The Falestinian 
people as a whole refuse to be divided and torr into two 
Palestines, one connected with the PLO and avother one 
not. All of Palestine has a single legitimate r presents- 
tive, a framework which unites the whole. Ou: peopic 
have rejected this distinction in the past, and they wii! 
reject it in the future, because they are awa:e that an; 
attempt to isolate the PLO leadership from ths imass<s *s 
a death blow to the Palestinian national identity ani 
personality. We are not talking about policies Leve; we 
are talking about a unified framework for the ¥ alestinian 
people, which is the PLO. Ever since 1978 the American 
administration has tried to find a so-called alteriative 
leadership. These attempis are sure to fail, just as ‘hey 
have failed in the past. The slogans raised by the I’; !es: 
tinian people in Israel and overseas are unified, hariac- 
nious slogans, since they all call for estcblishing an 
independent Palestinian state under the leadership of the 
sole legitimate representative, the PLO. 


[Question] So how do you explain the fact that a few 
weeks ago the American administration received Hanna 
Sinyora and Fa’iz Abu-Rahmah, and has now decided t» 
close the PLO mission in New York since it is, as you’ 
said, a symbol? 


[Answer] I am not concerned with why they were 
received, but I am concerned about what Hanna Sinyora 
and Fa’iz Abu-Rahmah said to the American adminis- 
tration. I met with both of them in America, and they 
were both with me during the visit. They didn’t move 
one meter without asking our advice and coordinating 
with us. Their stand was extremely clear when, in spite of 
the risks resulting from their contacts and coordination 
with the PLO, they said, “There is only one legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people—the PLO. We 
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are not negotiators; we came here bearing a message 
from the Palestinian people to the American people, to 
the effect that our people are struggling against occupa- 
tion and for national independence and the establish- 
ment of its independent state, and that the PLO is the 
sole legitimate representative of this people.” These are 
the points which Hanna Sinyora and Fa’iz Abu-Rahmah 
discussed, and this is the written message which our 
brothers Abu-Rahmah and Sinyora carried to American 
Secretary of State George Schultz. 


[Question] What was the American administration’s 
response? 


[Answer] Their reply was no different than their previous 
stand: ““We have commitments which date from the 
famous Kissinger memorandum of 1975, and we cannot 
disregard them, unless the PLO meets our conditions.” 
The PLO feels that these conditions are unreasonable 
because they are demanding national suicide. For th 

reason, we rejected them, as we will reject all such 
conditions in the future. We insist that the legal frame- 
work for the PLO’s participation in any peace negotia- 
tions is the Palestinian people’s right to self-determina- 
tion without any outside interference. 


[Question] Has the uprising had any effect in changing 
American public opinion about the Palestinian cause? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that this uprising has created 
an unusual, unprecedented awareness in American pub- 
lic opinion. This is a fact which the American adminis- 
tration cannot deny. However, there is a vast chasm 
between public opinion and American political decision- 
making. in other words, this decision-making has so far 
not been influenced by public opinion. The Unsied 
States is still cariy'ng out the Israeli stand, and will not 
shift to a stand more in harmony with international 
consensus, or even American public opinion. In its 
recent moves, America is trying to sidestep the situation 
created by the uprising. 


[Question] To what extent can Arab groups change the 
American stand on the Palestinian cause? 


[Answer] These organizations are adolescent. They are 
trying their utmost to influence the stands of the Amer- 
ican administration, and no doubt they have been able, 
recently, to come to the forefront as an Arab-American 
voice in support of the Palestinian cause. However, since 
I am a realist, I cannot say that these organizations have 
any power over American public opinion or the Ameri- 
can administration. They are good beginnings, which 
must be built up and strengthened. i imagirie that they 
will become more effective over the long run, for two 
reasons. First of ali, they will create an awareness of the 
link which exists between the Arab-Americans and the 
causes of the Arab homeland. Secondly, by interacting 
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with the various sectors of the American public, they will 
present a new image of the Arab world and of Arab 
causes, and a new vision of what American policy must 
be. 


[Question] In your opinion, will taking a step like 
announcing a Palestinian government-in-exile help 
change the American stand? 


[Answer] This would be premature at this stage. I believe 
that the American stand on the PLO is not one of dislike 
for its name, form or leadership, but is a stand on the 
Palestinian people and their right to be independent in 
their own independent land. When this stand changes, 
you will see a complete change towards the PLO, and it 
won’t make a big difference whether this organization is 
in its present form or is a government-in-exile. 


&559 


EGYPT 


Export Agreements Signed With Yugoslavia, 
Romania, Turkey 

45000061 Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 

23 Apr 88 p 32 


[Text] In a step reflecting a new qualitative direction for 
its exports, Egypt has begun exporting refrigerators to 
Romania and Yugoslavia. In accordance with the agree- 
ment which was recently signed in Cairo, Romania will 
import 5,000 refrigerators with Yugoslavia importing 
another 3,000, for an amount totaling $1.5 million. 
Engineer Jalal ‘Abd-al-Hamid, chairman of the board of 
directors of the Ideal Company, the manufacturer and 
exporter of the refrigerators, announced that work on the 
implementation of the agreement began in the middle of 
April and will continue until the end of June. He 
indicated that exporting to two developed nations at the 
level of Romania and Yugoslavia, which are considered 
industrially advanced, is considered a progressive step 
for Egyptian industries and a sign of new confidence in 
what Egypt can produce in this area. It has also been 
decided that an agreement will be signed soon in Ankara 
providing for the export of 15 railroad trains to Turkey. 
The value of the shipment will be $25 million, and the 
Islamic Development Bank in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia is financing it on behalf of the Turkish Govern- 
ment. 


Foreign Ministry Requests Report on Palestinian 


45000062 London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
26 Apr 88 p 10 


[Text] The Egyptian Foreign Ministry has asked the 
Egyptian ambassador in Tel Aviv, Muhammad Basyuni, 
to prepare a complete report on attention paid in the 
Palestinian newspapers published in the occupied Arab 
lands in the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem to 
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Egyptian policy related to Egypt’s position on the Pales- 
tiniaa issue and Egyptian-israeli relations. [This comes] 
after increasing criticism from some of these newspapers 
toward Egyptian policy recently. 


Defense Ministry Sets Conditions for Arms Sales 
to Africa 

45000064 Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 

16 Apr 88 p 7 


, Text] Egypt will not sell weapons to the African nations 
except within strictly delimited conditions. The Egyp- 
tian Ministry of Defense set the conditions and 
announced them to African nations wishing to purchase 
Egyptian arms or ammunition. These conditions are: 
first, that the arms o1 2mmunition must not be used in 
Operations to put an end to internal rebellions or internal 
problems; second, that the arms shipments must be in 
Egyptian ships; and third, that the arms may not be sold 
to third parties except after clear Egyptian agreement. 


Authorities Discuss Solar Energy Costs, 
Feasibility 
45040099 Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 8 Mar 88 p 8 


[By Jamal al-Shirqawi] 


[Excerpts] The sun is energy and the source of all energy, 
including wind, water sources, and petroleum. 


The amount of solar energy coming down to earth, even 
though it is only a very small part of the total energy, 
exceeds the people’s total needs by one hundred thou- 
sand times! 


The entire energy needs of the Unites States can be met 
by the amount of solar energy covering a 25-square mile 
area. 


With regard to Egypt, if one-thousandth of the total area 
is used to convert solar energy to practical sources of 
energy, the needs of the Egyptian people up to the year 
2000 would be met ten times over. 


In a talk about the energy problem, as related to modern 
irrigation methods (that depend on lifting water from 
canals and wells and then pumping it under pressure 
through the irrigation network’s sprinkler system), Dr 
Mahmud Abu-Zayd, chairman of the board of the Water 
Research Center, and Dr ‘Abd-al-Hadi Radi, director of 
the Water Distribution and Irrigation Methods Research 
Institute, called attention to the utilization of solar 
energy for irrigation in the al-Mansuriyah region. 


Accompanied by Dr Muhammad Hilal, chief of the 
institute’s computer and electrtic power computation 
section, we went to visit the area. My colleague, Ibrahim 
Muslim, photographed the simple station there and 
observed engineer Ahmad Tal’at ‘Abd-al-’Al, technician 
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Muhammad Farraj and even plain farmers operating the 
station with utmost ease, generating power which turns 
on the motor to lift water from a depth of 1 meter to 
irrigate the fields. 


I asked Dr ‘Abd-al-Hadi Radi about the station’s capac- 
ity, capabilities and cost. He said that it produces 1.1 
kilowatt hours [kwh] and lifts 90 cubic meters of wa er 
per hour (80 cubic meters from a canal), to water 15 
feddans. He added that the station was donated, but the 
cost of installation in 1981 amounted to 3,000 Egyptian 
pounds [LE]. 


[Question] What about operating and maintenance costs 
up to now? 


[Answer] It has not cost us anything. It does not require 
maintenance or fuel or spare parts. Its operation does not 
require technical expertise. Farmers who wish to irrigate 
their fields can turn it on and off. It can irrigate one 
feddan in 4 to 6 hours, depending, of course, on how 
bright the sun is because this station is old and its cells do 
not store energy for use when the sun sets. Now there is 
advanced technology whereby solar energy may be used 
day and night. 


[Question] Since the experiment has been simple and 
successful, why don’t you repeat it? 


[Answer] We are preparing now for another experiment 
with the Egyptian Organization for New and Renewed 
Energy in the Ministry of Electricity to use solar energy 
in Wadi al-Natrun, where water will be lifted from a 
depth of 25 meters to irrigate 25 feddans. What is 
stopping us from expanding is the high cost of solar 
energy relative to other sources of energy. 


Is solar energy actually more costly than other sources, 
and why? And is this standing in our way, or can 
pertinent problems be overcome? 


I presented the following situation to Dr Mamduh al- 
Musili, professor of semi-conductor science at ‘Ayn 
Shams College of Science: 


[Question] Let us say that we want to use this energy to 
build and cultivate the desert. Let us imagine that the 
new land will be distributed in 10-feddan lots to people 
who want to live on it with their families. How much will 
solar energy cost in this case? 


[Answer] We have to produce 3 kwh which requires 
3,000 cells or about 100 panels. Since the sun in Egypt 
shines for 270 days x 8 hours, a family would use part of 
the direct energy equal to 2 kwh plus | kwh of stored 
energy (or batteries). This amount, at today’s prices, 
costs close to $20,000 (including construction, installa- 
tion and control systems ) or LE 44,000. 
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I asked Dr ‘Ali Muhib Abu-al-’Azm, science professor at 
al-Azhar, who reclaimed a piece of desert land using 
diesel fuel for a while and afterwards switched to electric 
power: 


[Answer] I tried diesel and naturally it was less costly, 
but it presents many problems, not to mention pollution. 
After that, I introduced electricity, extending 31 high- 
tension towers and a 63-volt generator to irrigate 100 
feddans and lift water from a depth of 25 meters. 
However, this was years ago, and prices have gone up. 


[Question] If you were offered solar energy at the current 
cost—I gave him the figures—would you consider it 
economical? 


[Answer] No, because it requires payment of large sums 
of money, all the required investment, at once. This, by 
any economic standard, is a loss. 


I asked ‘Abd-al-Halim al-Qadi, who has experience with 
land reclamation as well. He said: 


[Answer] I brought in electric power from a distance of 
50 meters at a cost of LE 2,800 for 2 high-tension towers, 
LE 15,200 for a 100-kilovolt generator, and LE 2,000 for 
a room. I work 18 feddans. 


I went back to Dr al-Musili to resume my discussion with 
him. He said: 


[Answer] This electric power cost represents construc- 
tion expenses only. There are operating expenses and 
other common problems. But most importantly, we must 
think in terms of being located far from the system, and 
we are in serious need of mew sources of energy. This is 
not a luxury, it is a necessity, and we had better start 
solving the problems now before they become too diffi- 
cult. 


[Question] What, in your opinion, are the problems and 
how can they be solved? 


[Answer] The basic problem is that if we wish to expand 
we would have to import 99 percent of the components. 
With the rising price of the dollar against the Egyptian 
pound, we will not be able to import all our needs. 


[Question] What is the solution? 


[Answer] The solution is easy and very possible. The 
solar cell production technology is no longer a secret. At 
present, and with lower oil prices, we can purchase entire 
factories. Therefore, the time is right to start producing 
solar energy in Egypt, especially since Egypt has the 
scientific know-how. 
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We can enter this field in three stages: 


The first stage would be to produce panels directly from 
imported cells. This stage would save us 40 percent of 
import costs and would facilitate direct and easy delivery 
to the consumer, thus encouraging broader use of the 
product. Cells may be purchased at low prices and there 
is NO monopoly in this field. 


The second stage would be to manufacture the cells 
themselves locally, using imported silicon chips. This 
stage costs $1.5 million for the production of one mega- 
watt annually and production can be doubled by Gou- 
bling the production lines. 


The third stage would be to produce silicon chips locally 
from Egyptian sand at a cost of LE 6 to 10 million. 


All these stages have been implemented by a country 
which is not technologically advanced, namely Pakistan. 


[Question] What prevents us from doing the same thing, 
since it’s not that complicated? 


[Answer] Nothing. This matter should be taken more 
seriously and pragmatically. The government ought to 
sponsor this project as a national plan for the future and 
must help to build a science institute as well as research 
institutes to serve this field and keep up with progress in 
the world. 


I went to the appropriate part of the Ministry of Elec- 
tricity to meet with Dr Tal’at al-Tabalawi, director of the 
Egyptian Organization for New Energy Sources. I told 
him that I had visited al-Mansuriyah, where I saw the 
modest station there. He said that there was a more 
advanced station on the way, a small mobile station that 
can be folded and put inside a 2 x | x 1 meter closed box 
on wheels that can be easily moved by any simple mode 
of transporation. The advantage of this station is that it 
can irrigate 15 feddans at one location one day and be 
moved to another location to irrigate another 15 feddans 
and so forth. 


[Question] If you, from your position of responsibility, 
also believe that we can use solar energy on a wide scale 
and that we can produce it locally, what is standing in the 
way? 


[Answer] Solar energy is still more costly than other 
sources. 


I asked him to compare costs and he said: “A kilowatt 
hour from a normal systems costs 25 milliemes (subsi- 
dized) and its world price is 20 piasters. Diesel costs 30 
piasters and solar energy, 40 piasters. 


[Question] But I understood from some experts that the 
cost of solar energy will in a few years be aimost the same 
as other sources. 
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[Answer] True. Our studies demonstrate that in the year 
1992 solar energy costs will match that of energy from oil 
and gas. 


[Question] This is a very short time. Does it not mean 
that we ought to move fast to be ready instead of waiting 
for after 1992 to start? 


[Answer] Certainly. We, on our part, are doing every- 
thing we can. Only the government is giving this matter 
the necessary attention and priority in terms of financing 
and implementation. 


The problem remains that the cost of buying a solar 
energy station now and perhaps for a few more years may 
be too much for those entrepreneurs who are reclaiming, 
cultivating, and building the desert. 


Therefore, experts agreed with us that the practical 
solution to this problem is to establish an energy bank to 
deposit energy investments the goverment earmarks for 
horizontal expansion areas. The bank would grant citi- 
zens long-term low-interest loans to buy the station they 
need. 


So, what does Engineer Mahir Abazah, minister of 
electricity, think about the idea of an energy bank to 
encourage use of alternate sources of energy? 


12502 


Central Bank Reports Import Drop in Current 
Fiscal Year 

45000060 Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 

23 Apr 88 p 3] 


[Text] Based on an official publication of the Egyptian 
Central Bank, Egypt’s imports during the current fiscal 
year dropped 12.9 percent from what they were last year, 
as the value of imports was 8.134 billion Egyptian 
pounds as compared to 9.221 billion pounds for the 
previous year, i.e., a drop of 1.187 billion pounds. The 
report made it clear that the decrease included all 
commodity groups, as imports of tools, electronic equip- 
ment, and transport equipment fell 444 million pounds 
and animal, vegetable, and food products and beverages 
fell 251.1 million pounds. Fats, greases, oils, metal 
products and fuels dropped 222.1 million pounds, and 
lumber and textiles dropped 216 million pounds. The 
decrease in imports reported by the Central Bank goes 
back to the government’s policy aimed at shrinking 
imports and depending on local industries to provide as 
much self-sufficiency as possible. 


SYRIA 


Columnist Blames U.S. for Collapse of Peace Plan 
44040183b Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 
20 Mar 88 p 12 


[By Ilyas Masuh] 


[Text] The Zionist terrorist Yitzhaq Shamir ended his 
talks in the United States by rejecting what has become 
known as the Shultz Plan for a settlement in Palestine 
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and the region. He went to Washington to announce his 
rejection of the plan there. He feels there is no difference 
between announcing that rejection in Tel Aviv and 
announcing it in the American capital. Shamir knows 
that ties between Washington and Tel Aviv are too 
strong to be affected by that rejection. He received 
confirmation of that when President Reagan told him 
that nothing at all would weaken strategic ties between 
the two countries. These are the ties which make agree- 
ment between Israel and the United States comrpiete. 
The most recent and revealing example of the depth of 
this agreement is that American decision to close the UN 
office of the Palestinian delegation, even though the 
‘headquarters agreement” between the United States 
and the United Nations does not give Washington the 
right to make such a decision. But Washington, like 
Israel, rejects the Palestinian presence and consequently 
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. The 
United States and Israel do not want the Palestinian 
people to be like other peoples in the world; they do not 
want Palestinians to have a state or an entity. The West, 
and the United States in particular, gave Palestine to the 
Jews. According to that logic, therefore, the Palestinian 
people don’t have the right to exist. 


Shultz’s plan was therefore designed to follow the same 
pattern we saw in the Camp David Accords. The United 
States thus turned to the Arabs and Palestinians, and as 
though it were issuing orders, urged them to implement 
the plan and adopt it without delay. But it allowed its 
beloved Shamir the freedom to reject the plan or to drag 
his feet as much as he wanted. 


At any rate, nothing else or nothing more was ever 
expected of the United States. Washington took no 
action, and it would have taken no action had it not been 
for the brave Palestinian uprising and the serious threats 
that uprising posed to Israel and existing equations. That 
is what Washington does every time Israel is threatened. 
This means that Washington wants to use the Shultz 
Plan to contain the uprising and reinforce the spirit of 
Camp David, just as in had sought to contain the 
invading Arab force in the October 1973 War. In his 
book, “By the Sword: America and Israel in the Middle 
East,” American writer Stephen Green says, “In the early 
hours of October 7, 1973 the situation got worse. Egyp- 
tian tanks had been seen four kilometers south of the 
Israeli command in the area. Chief of Staff Gen Eleazar 
had to face the possibility that his troops would be 
surrounded in the Golan.”’ Green then says, “On the 
Golan in particular Dayan was pessimistic that morning, 
and he was starting to collapse under pressure. After- 
wards, senior officers on the northern front understood 
that Dayan had intended to give up all the Golan 
Heights.” 


Stephen Green quotes Dayan’s memoirs where Dayan 
said, “I had never worried as much as I worried that 
moment. Israel was in danger.” Then Green adds, 
“When Dayan returned from the two fronts, he was 
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heard telling his men, ‘We’ve lost the Third Common- 
wealth.” That was an Old Testament reference to the 
demise of the state of Israel.” 


Green relates the turbulent facts afterwards. “While 
engaged in commu ‘iications with Washington, Israel 
began considering the use of Ari nuclear missiles. Then 
the greatest air lift in military history was started across 
the Atlantic and from Europe to Israel. It was followed 
by a second air lift, and both provided concrete evidence 
of the United States’ solidarity with Israel and its com- 
mitment to preserve Israel’s security. This happened at a 
time when Israeli leaders were extremely pessimistic and 
desperate.” 


This makes it clear that in providing such military 
support for Israel the United States was not only protect- 
ing its Zionist ally, but it was also making it possible for 
Israel to keep the Arab territory it had occupied in Sinai, 
Palestine and the Golan. As we indicated, Ameri:an 
assumptions remain the same. If it appears that Israel is 
facing the storm of a Palestinian uprising inside the 
country in a manner that would weaken Israel’s iron fist 
and image and consequently its ability, the American 
political machinery would be set in motion to achieve 
the same objective that was being sought by the military 
air lift in the October War. 


The United States remains unchanged, particularly vis a 
vis the Arabs. It remains an oppressive power in the 
world whose only interest is Israel’s gain. Nothing else 
matters: not even losing itself and the world. Images of 
that abound on our planet. No one dares declare his 
friendship or the friendship of his state with the United 
States. Even selected clients feel inferior and small if 
they declare ties with cor support for U.S. policy. 


Thus we know quite well why Shamir is rejecting the 
Shultz Plan. For him and for others, the truth is that 
Israel and the United States are one and the same 
country. Shamir rejects proposals set forth by Secretary 
of State Shultz just as he rejects “the approaches” 
proposed by Shimon Perez, his minister of foreign 
affairs. 


This is what we have to understand. 
08592 
Columnist Calls for ‘Collective Sanctions’ Against 


44040183a Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 
26 Mar 88 p 8 


[By ‘Ali al-Saywan: “‘The Terrorism of Moderation”’] 


[Text] Shamir unveiled in the United States the secret of 
the U.S. action, that action which was called for by the 
Palestinian uprising. He rejected an international con- 
ference in any form, including the umbrella conference 
which would end as soon as the conference got under- 
way. Shamir then emphasized the need for continued 
American action. 
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There can’t be any dovbt here about what kind of 
American action this is and what its objective might be. 
Because Americans vetoed the international conference 
and because Arabs who welcomed Shultz’s initiative 
have no alternatives, the American action remains the 
only formula that is left. Washington is being given a free 
hand to determine what should be done in the region to 
forge “its peace’’ which is to be modeled after Camp 
David and the May 17 agreement. 


Does this mean that those who put all their eggs in the 
U.S. basket now find themselves stuck in a corner? Does 
it mean that their reliance on Washington has now been 
exposed? Are they now prepared, therefore, to adopt 
“another course?” Are they prepared to adopt the course 
of pursuing an obstinate struggle and making major 
sacrifices outlined by the fighter, al-Asad, and mani- 
fested by the Palestinian uprising? 


The answers to these questions would be positive, if 
logic, reason, and the wisdom of experience were fol- 
lowed. It seems unlikely that anyone would count on the 
unilateral American approach. It follows, according to 
logic and reason, that the credibility of “the other road” 
would be reinforced. It also follows that “the other road” 
would become the deciding ingredient in outlining the 
policy that ought to be adopted throughout the Arab 
world. This policy ought to be adopted in a manner that 
would dictate a comprehensive and binding Arab pro- 
gram to support the Palestinian people’s struggle. The 
first item on that program would be imposing collective 
Arab sanctions against the United States, the Zionists’ 
“full partner” in the crimes they committed in Palestine. 
The United States is the real criminal: it is the one that 
violated the established and inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people. It is the United States that enabled 
the Zionist aggressor to reap the fruits of his aggression. 


And yet logic, reason and the wisdom of experience are 
not in the same world in which those who are relying on 
Washington are. 


To an observer the actions taken by those who are deeply 
involved in the Camp David approach are no secret. 
These actions ceased to be a secret since those people’s 
reliance on the unilateral American role was exposed. 
Their aim is to prevent whatever action needs to be 
taken to support the uprising. 


Those people’s action is based on the absence of alter- 
natives to America’s unilateral role. To those people that 
role has become a mandatory passage. That is why the 
essence of their actions and deliberations has been to set 
the machinery of “extremism and moderation” in 
motion so that “the other road” alternative and what- 
ever action may be dictated by the uprising would be 
classified as extremism. This would pave the way for a 
climate of inertia in which “moderation” would be used 
as an excuse for the failure to take effective measures 
against the Zionist-American enemy. 
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To put it briefly, this is terrorism which is designed to 
reinforce U.S. terrorism which manifests itself in the 
veto that protects Zionist terrorism. This terrorism man- 
ifests itself particularly in the veto which is used to 
suspend international law. 


This nacion has experienced irreputable examples of this 
terrorism of moderation. But the Palestinian uprising 
which is pursuing the “other road” is continuing to make 
its contribution. It is upsetting the calculations of all 
those who had counted on reaping the fruits of the 
Palestinian uprising and using those to give things away, 
especially after the Palestinian Revolution becomes 
wealthy and renews its youth and vigor. This renewed 
youth and vigor is surprising not only Israel, but it is also 
basically surprising those lackeys who rely on Washing- 
ton. 


68592 


Academic Seminar Presents Socialism as ‘Ideal 
Solution’ 

44040166 Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 

25 Mar 88 p § 


[Article: ““AL-THAWRAH Continues Its Report on 
Studies Presented at Third Seminar on Arab Road to 
Socialism”’} 


[Text] Dr Khalil: “Workers and Peasants Are the Ones 
Who Stand To Benefit from the Change.” 


Dr Barqawi: “There is a wide gap, which is difficult to 
cross, between actual historical events and developing an 
awareness of them.” 


Dr Zakariya, “There are no strict boundaries between 
one age and another in the historical process.” 


Dr Jabarah, “Imperialism is the highest stage of capital- 


hd 


ism. 


AL-THAWRAH continued to attend the sessions of the 
third seminar to consider the notion of the Arab road to 
socialism. Preparations for that seminar were made by 
the party’s regional office for planning. We are grateful 
to the party’s office for planning this seminar which 
reached important conclusions as a result of the debates 
and studies which were presented by experienced profes- 
sors, each in his own field. 


Comrade Dr Ahmad Dargham, member of the Regional 
Command and chief of the party’s regional office for 
planning played a major role in the success of this 
seminar and the two which preceded it. He attended all 
sessions and participated in all discussions which had 
been and were being held at the seminar. 


As we continue putting the spotlight on a few research 
papers which were presented at that seminar, we offer 
readers the gist of that research which was presented by 
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scholars. This research adds a wealth of information to 
this subject, which is important to all of us because 
socialism offers the ideal solution to the broad issues 
confronting the masses. Consequently, socialism would 
put an end to exploitation. 


Socialism in Contemporary Thought 


Dr Hamid Khalil, dean of the College of Education, 
presented a research paper entitled “Features of Social- 
ism in Modern Arab Thought.”’ He showed the connec- 
tion between the birth of the idea and the spread of 
socialist ideas in Europe. Socialism was considered a 
new weapon for liberating the masses from a new form of 
exploitation which had replaced the old form of feudal- 
ism. Dr Khalil also showed that the course of the 
socialist movement in Europe had played a prominent 
part in shaping Arab socialist thought. He referred to 
obstacles which had interfered with progress in socialist 
ideas, and he touched upon the stages that socialist ideas 
went through in the course of their development. He 
summarized that development by referring to the first 
stage in which new, socially significaat ingredients were 
discovered. That stage articulated ideas about injustice, 
justice, class consciousness and social revolution. 


During the second stage of development socialist ideas 
managed to reach an advanced understanding of social- 
ism. That stage was characterized by having the [follow’- 
ing] principal ingredients: capitalism, socialism, the 
state, social revolution, and the class struggle. 


Dr Khalil concluded his study by stating that Arab 
thinkers have been dealing with scientific socialism in 
one way or another. Thus began a new stage which is 
affiliated with contemporary Arab history. Dr Khalil 
made it clear that no one was fighting on anyone’s behalf 
and that those who have a real interest in the process of 
change were workers, peasants and all the toiling classes. 


The Middle Classes in the Arab Homeland 


Dr Ahmad Bargawi presented a research paper entitled, 
“Socialism and the Middle Classes in the Arab 
Homeland.” Dr Barqawi argued that the gap between 
historical events and developing an awareness of those 
events was great and difficult to cross, even though 140 
years have elapsed since that date the Communist Man- 
ifesto was written. Dr Barqawi pointed to the existing 
contradiction in the middle classes who swing back and 
forth between launching a radical attack against the 
prevailing class and manifesting maximum submission 
to it. He made it clear that the middle classes had their 
own, separate history. 


Then he moved on to a discussion about Arab capitalism 
which has not yet been able io create the necessary tools 
that can protect it from being consumed by European 
capitalism. And that has created a growing feeling that 
this bourgeoisie is incapable of achieving its aspirations. 
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The scholar pointed out that Arab socialism was being 
presented as a form of national socialism that was not 
specific to a certain country. Arab socialism defines for a 
country’s economy rules and principles which ensure the 
equal distribution of wealth in the Arab homeland. Dr 
Bargawi presented examples of Arab socialist thinkers 
who were active in politics and who were members of 
progressive and socialist political parties. 


Dr Barqawi also spoke about the Arab Socialist Ba’th 
Party and how much it struggled since it was founded to 
achieve socialism or pave the way to it. He concluded his 
study with a discussion of the possibility that Arab 
workers might be turned into a historical bloc that can 
move forward to achieve social progress. He talked about 
the means which could preclude the recurrence of an 
al-Sadat-like experience that would destroy socialist 
changes and the progressive national course. Dr Barqawi 
made it clear that he was still looking for answers to these 
questions. He said these questions were questions for the 
people, for those who are being trampled underfoot by 
conquerors, exploiters and forgerers. 


Basic Laws 


Dr Khadr Zakariya participated in the seminar with a 
research paper entitled, “On Socialism and Its Basic 
Laws.” He affirmed in that study that socialism had 
become a science and was no longer the subject of 
abstract contemplation. The credibility of socialist laws 
can now be affirmed in creative, practical application. 


He spoke about scientific socialism, describing it as the 
science of a socialist society. It is a collection of philo- 
sophical, economic, and political ideas that have been 
described by Karl Marx and others. It is also that science 
which explores the rules of the proletariat’s class struggle, 
the socialist revolution, and the building of socialism, 
and [the conflict] between two sets of basic problems, 
which are: 


—The historic, universal role of the working class; 


—The legality of ways and methods of building social- 
ism. 


The researcher then proceeded to discuss socialist rela- 
tions of production, which are, in sum, a collection of 
material-economic relations that people enter into in the 
process of social production. Under socialism a realistic 
possibility is created for acquiring knowledge about 
economic and social laws and using that knowledge in a 
conscious, methodological manner to achieve social 


progress. 


Dr Khadr talked about socialist political power, and he 
showed that gaining such power guarantees for the new 
rising class the possibility that old relations of produc- 
tion can be eliminated and new relations strengthened. 
Socialism signifies the end of private ownership of the 








JPRS-NEA-88-033 
9 May 1988 


means of production. It is the end of exploitative rela- 
tions of production which go hand in hand with private 
ownership of the means of production. Socialism also 
means establishing socialist relations of production. 


He concluded his study by saying that there were no 
strict boundaries between one stage and another in the 
historical process. He said it was possible and often 
probable that the acomplishments of one _ historical 
period overlapped those of another. 


In developing countries the functions of the democratic 
national revolution certainly overlap those of the social- 
ist revoiution, but it is also certain that developing 
countries, including those which wish to turn to social- 
ism, have major tasks they must accomplish before they 
can begin making their shift to socialism. They have to 
liberate themselves from subordination; they have to 
overcome backwardness; and they have to build the 
material components which are necessary to shift to 
socialism. 


State Capitalism 


Dr Ahmad Suhad Jabbar presented a research paper 
entitled, “Socialism and State Capitalism” in which he 
talked about development under backward conditions. 
He talked about the role development plays in shifting 
emphasis to the state sector. } e explained the conditions 
that backward countries experience, such as poor growth 
in capitalist relations. Thus, the middle classes become 
responsible for making the shift whose class nature 
assumes material form which pevmits change. 


Dr Jabar then proceeded to talk about experiments with 
state capitalism and about general features for making a 
shift to capitalism and socialism. He made it clear that 
the state must become involved in economic life through 
measures which organize and direct economic activity. 
Besides, the state must participate in the process of 
production through state ownership as well as joint 
ownership. Dr Jabar made it clear that the emergence of 
imperialism as the highest stage of capitalism appears to 
be the specific form that is needed for making the shift 
from capitaiism to socialism. He also spoke about shift- 
ing from capitalism to socialism as a result of something 
or as a matter of necessity, and he pointed out the social 
changes which appeared as a result of the rivalry between 
socialism and capitalism. That rivalry exacerbated the 
class conflict and stepped up the national struggie. 


Dr Jabar spoke about the experiences of developing 
countries and the importance of exercising much delib- 
eration in making the shift from capitalism to socialism. 
The gravity of conflicts in developing countries sepa- 
rated the upper exploiting class from the lower exploited 
class. Dr Jabar presented a position by one philosopher 
who used to say that the weeds which his horse had 
chewed and the branches which his servant had cut 
prove that he owns the property on which those weeds 
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and branches grow. That is how capitalism has histori- 
cally justified its rights of ownership. But the conflict 
between owners and producers and between capitalism 
and socialism will continue until all property is returned 
to its rightful owners. 


08592 
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culture Ministry Gets Microcomputers Under 
EEC Protocol 
45190043b Tunis LA PRESSE in French 12 Mar 88 p 6 


[Text] On 3 March, the EEC approved the financing of a 
project for the “development of an agricultural surveys 
system in Tunisia.” This comes within the context of the 
third financial protocol of the Tunisian-EEC coopera- 
tion agreement. 


More specifically, the financial protocol has to do with 
the strengthening of the Economic Statistics and Analy. 

ses Planning Directorate (DPSAE) of the Ministry of 
Agriculture through the acquisition of 22 microcomput- 
ers that will be installed in 21 districts. They will be set 
up through training courses offered both in Europe and 
Tunisia and through technical assistance. 


An interesting aspect of this project is that it will be 
conducted in close collaboration with the European 
Community Statistical Office (OSCE), something that 
will lay the groundwork for cooperation with Eurostat. 


The increasingly growing needs of agricultural policy 
planners and decision makers involve big demands for 
statistical data, primarily with respect to cattle and 
agricultural facilities. 


EEC assistance will permit the DPSAE to confront these 
demands since it will be in a position to automate the 
processing of surveys, to improve the methodology of 
basic agricultural surveys and to carry out studies in view 
of organizing special surveys on the facilities and typol- 
ogy of the farms. 


The EEC contribution comes to 400,000 ECUs (about 
396,000 Tunisian dinars) in the form of a donation. 


5671/9274 


Information Minister Discusses Press Reforms, 
State Aid 
45190043a Tunis LA PRESSE in French 8 Mar 88 p 4 


{Interview with Information Minister Abdelwaheb 
Abdallah by Slah Maaoui and Chedly Laifa; date and 
place not given] 


[Text] The press code reform bill, the evolution of the 
national press after 7 November, state assistance to 
Opposition newspapers, television Antenne 2 in Tunis. 
These are subjects that are of much interest to Tunisian 
public opinion that merit elucidation. 
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Minister of Information Abdelwaheb Abdallah is 
undoubtedly the best placed official to answer questions 
in these topics and to provide sufficient clarifications on 
the radical changes taking place in the Tunisian press. 
He willingly answered our questions clearly and with the 
hope for frankness. 


[Question] What is the status of the press code reform 
bill? 


[Answer] The press code bill has been submitted to the 
political parties and to professional organizations for 
consultation purposes. 


Naturally, we would have liked to have newspaper 
directors involved in this but their organization is in a 
lethargic state. The last limited council of ministers 
meeting devoted to information recommended that it be 
reactivated. Consequently, there will svon be an associ- 
ation capable of assuming its role. This role is particu- 
larly important in the present phase marked by many 
concerns, namely to establish for the newspaper profes- 
sion rational work bases, assure a minimum of organi- 
zation, establish dialogue and institutionalize the profes- 
sion and spare professional employees a certain number 
of deficiencies and abuses. 


[Question] Why a reform of the press code first of all and 
in what direction is it headed? 


[Answer] When he drafted his statement of 7 November, 
the president of the republic had in mind one fact: the 
Tunisian people have attained a degree of political 
maturity that permits them to assume full and complete 
responsibilities. A certain number of consequences ensue 
from this observation: (1) revision of the constitution; 
(2) assure and guarantee political pluralism, conse- 
quently the need for a political party law; and (3) 
revision of the press code. 


It, therefore, is a matter of a revision as far as liberaliza- 
tion is concerned with the major concern being to permit 
political pluralism to manifest itself. 


We have, therefore, questioned the existing text for the 
purpose of bringing about greater flexibility in it and 
guaranteeing genuine freedom of expression to journal- 
ists. 


[Question] You have already given a press conference on 
this issue. Has the bill been modified since then? 


[Answer] Let us, first of all, remember the main points of 
the bill. The first important point is the declaration 
itself, the first step in establishing a newspaper. The 
former text was silent on the matter of extensions. The 
essential question, in the former situation, was to distin- 
guish between fact and right. Right existed but it was not 
applied. Practice had transformed right, it had trans- 
formed the declaration into a request for authorization. 
We, therefore, had to find a situation that would be 
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neither a utopia nor a setback to our assets. We have, 
therefore, set deadlines with the administration as to 
when it has to provide its response, that is to issue the 
acknowledgment of receipt. We have, therefore, drafted 
a realistic text that has, moreover, the virtue of providing 
sanctions for non-implementation. 


Two systems are provided for: one for recognized polit- 
ical parties and public use associations. The other is for 
private individuals. It sets a time frame of 2 months for 
the administration. 


Once this time frame has passed the interested party may 
have recourse to the administrative court for excess of 
power. 


[Question] Why did you see to it that two systems were 
set up? 


[Answer] Very simply because there are two types of 
abuses—always possible—on the part of persons who are 
not serious-minded, indeed eccentric, and we must avoid 
such abuses. 


The second important point concerns suspension. 


It was possible under the preceding system. A newspaper 
could be penalized with suspension up to a year. Of 
course, the suspension decision could be invalidated by 
the court. However, the newspaper was no less severely 
penalized. 


According to the new text, the court no longer decides on 
a provisional suspension. Very simply, the newspaper 
issue itself is seized when its contents can affect public 
order. 


I should mention that newspaper seizures do take place 
in Western countries. 


Another fact: the court that must examine the question 
meets within a time frame determined by the new code. 


The third important point had to do with various 
arrangements inherent in the new code. There is one 
particular arrangement that concerns libel and that 
assures special protection to civil servants, to govern- 
ment officials. In the former code the libel clause was 
applied even in the case of “exception of truthfulness,” 
in other words even when the truth of the libelous fact 
was established. This truthfulness does not prevent sanc- 
tions against a journalist. 


Something new: this arrangement has disappeared. Pro- 
tection affects only government members. 


This change occurred after my press conference. 
[Question] The new arrangements on “clarity” and “cen- 


tralization” might come up against reality. What do you 
think? 
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[Answer] Concern for clarity appears for the first time in 
our code. All democratic countries have been concerned 
with this matter. It is a matter of protecting the reader. 


The first means for this protection consists in permitting 
the reader to understand his newspaper well, to know 
where funds come from, to gauge the importance of his 


newspaper. 


This clarity is, therefore, shown through an indication of 
the newspaper's circulation, something that gives you an 
idea about its audience and its impact. The publication 
of its annual financial report helps in avoiding doubtful 
financing and in fighting pressures that can be put on a 
press organ. 


There is a second innovation. It is significant. It seems to 
me that its significance has not been correctly under- 
stood by everybody. It is essential, basic in a democratic 
regime, in a pluralist regime. This has to do with 
restrictions of centralization. 


The arrangement protects readers from pressures or the 
influence of one man or group. It is not conceivable that 
in a pluralist democratic society the source of informa- 
tion and its origin be maintained by one single individ- 
ual or by a small group of persons. Hence, the need felt 
in all democratic countries to set a ceiling. This ceiling 
has been set at 30 percent of the overall circulation. It is 
20 percent in Italy and 15 percent in France. 


This precaution is indispensable to prevent an individ- 
ual or group to exercise excessive power over public 
opinion. The latter is sensitive, even vulnerable, while 
techniques to exert influence has been mastered. Just by 
choosing headlines or positioning of articles one can 
exercise strong influence over the reader. 


Evidently, the text is :iot aimed at anyone. It marks out 
the future for a healthy democratic society. 


As you say, the implementation problem arises. The 
interested parties must find the means to implement the 
text. It is not to be ruled out that there might be 
dispensatory arrangements that would take into consid- 
eration the real facts in the country. 


[Question] At any rate, when will we get the new code? 


[Answer] The drafting of the definitive text of the code 
has already begun. Organizations, such as the AJT [Asso- 
ciation of Tunisian Journalists}, have already given their 
observations. A committee is already working and the 
work will be completed before 15 March. 


[Question] There is talk about the establishment of a 
professional order for journalists. Will the AJT’s exist- 
ence then be thrown into question? 
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[Answer] Besides the press code, there was also one other 
matter in which the president of the republic showed 
particular interest. This has to do with the organization 
of the profession itself. The limited ministerial council 
has looked into this matter. 


It is not just anyone who can claim to be a journalist. 
This would be nonsense. Conditions are laid out every- 
where: diplomas, written and oral examinations, final 
training course examinations. 


Here, the press card is issued by a committee that takes 
only one single criterion into consideration, namely 
full-time work in a press organization. 


Hence, past abuses. 


The bill establishes a minimum of criteria, a training 
course prior to obtaining a definitive press card; a level 
of education that could be compensated by seniority in 
work. 


We, therefore, demand a minimum of qualifications 
prior to issuing a press card. 


Hence, the idea to set up a journalists order. This comes 
down to entrusting journalists, all grouped together 
within this professional organization, with the responsi- 
bility of seeing to it that their profession functions well. 
An order is altogether different from an association. 


The establishment of the order will take place soon. 
Texts are in the process of being prepared. Consultations 
will soon begin. Afterwards the definitive text will be 
finalized. We already have a draft text. What remains is 
for the order itself to set up its operating rules. 


The initiative is dictated by the concern to bring moral- 
ity into the profession. It will be up to the order to see to 
the respect of the professional code of ethics. Therefore, 
there is no clash with the AJT that is an association and 
that can continue its activities without fear of interfer- 
ence. 


[Question] How do you evaluate the changes in the 
media since ‘’ November? 


[Answer] The change was made possible by the spirit of 
7 November and by the willingness, clearly expressed by 
President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, to introduce changes 
in the press. In his historic speech of 3 February, he said: 
Guarantee news ‘ts credibility. From the very outset, the 
chief of state showed his interest in news and his concern 
in seeing it play fully its role in a pluralist democratic 
society. 


The most visible changes are in the RTT [Tunisian 
Radio and Television]. Radical changes that have had a. 
favorable effect on television viewers and radio listeners. 
You have seen the public’s reaction in your own news- 
paper columns. Television news programs have been 
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completely rethought in the sense of making them 
lighter. Personalization in such programs is avoided. We 
rather stick to events themselves. New techniques have 
been introduced. The programs are much more lively. 
Besides news programs we also have survey programs 
and other such programs to which all persuns who have 
something to say, regardless of their political persuasion, 
are invited. 


As for the written press, you are better qualified than 
anyone else to answer this question. Changes, perhaps 
less spectacular, are also great. There has been an enrich- 
ment and dialogue, while clinches have been discarded 
and wooden language banished. 


Our president, for example, teaches us to be demanding 
on ourselves. We, therefore, should not reward ourselves 
with certificates of satisfaction. We are on the proper 
way, resolved to persevere in order to do yet better 
things. 


[Question] There is a lot of talk about television Antenne 
2. What are we now? 


[Answer] We are at this point: we have agreed in princi- 
ple to introduce Antenna 2 into Tunisia. However, 
nothing has yet been decided. Negotiations have scarcely 
begun. Generally speaking, everything that the newspa- 
pers have written about is without foundation. Nothing 
has been decided on. If negotiations succeed then 
Antenne 2 will have a status altogether similar to that of 
the RAI [as published]. 


As for the RAI, expansion has been decided upon. It is in 
the process of being done. It will affect the whole country 
toward the end of 1988 or the beginning of 1989. 


As for Antenne 2, there is no question of tampering with 
the two existing national networks. 


[Question] Your recent trips to Saudi Arabia and Egypt 
permitted you to assess the impact of the 7 November 
change on the international scene. Will you speak to us 
about this? 


[Answer] The impact of 7 November on the interna- 
tional press? What is remarkable—even unique—is that 
the entire international press without any exception 
whatsoever—perhaps with some nuances here and there 
but without any exception—welcomed the change very 
favorably. Everywhere reactions were positive. The 
event was unanimously hailed as a historic event, emi- 
nently positive for Tunisia. Everybody agreed in saying 
that President Ben Ali succeeded in an operation of 
national salvation. An operation of salvation unique in 
its kind and form. 


During my travels what gives me real pleasure, what 
constitutes a real motive for satisfaction, pride and 
honor is that, even besides the press in brotherly and 
friendly countries, we find that the name Tunisia has 
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once again found its prestige, its splendor. Tunisia has, 
thanks to the initiatives taken by the president of the 
republic, once again found its real role (and its place on 
the international scene, in the Maghreb region and in the 
Arab World). I cite as an example the initiative taken 
with respect to the Libyan aircraft affair. You talked 
about it on Sunday. I have just made two trips, one to 
Saudi Arabia and the other to Egypt. The delegation 
accompanying me and I, myself, were the subjects of 
special consideration and tokens of warm affection that 
can only be address to persons other than us, namely our 
president and our country. Tunisia has once again 
become, throughout the world, this country appreciated, 
respected and even admired. Leaders and simple citizens 
devote sincere respect to Tunisia and to the 7 November 
artisan. We noted a sincere desire for cooperation among 
those with whom we met. 


The visit of the president of the republic to Saudi Arabia 
is being awaited with impatience by the Saudi leaders 
and people. Great importance is attached to this visit. 


With respect to the media, this visit is being expected 
with great interest. Our Saudi brothers have agreed to 
finance "he direct satellite television program of Presi- 
dent Ben Ali’s arrival ceremony in Ryadh. A television 
program will be transmitted on a daily basis to all the 
television nets in the world during the entire visit. 


I take this opportunity to render homage to my colleague 
Mr Ali Sha’ir, Saudi minister of information, and to 
thank him. He has seen to it that all these services will be 
assured. Moreover, the arrival ceremony will be directly 
transmitted by Tunisian television thanks to satellites. 


Of course, there will also be coverage by the written 
press. All Saudi newspapers have talked about this visit 
and have published articles on Tunisia. Saudi television 
is broadcasting today (Monday) a televised message by 
President Ben Ali, a message addressed to the Saudi 
people. It is also transmitting special programs on Tuni- 
sia, one on the 7 November event, as well as documen- 
taries and variety shows. During President Ben Alli’s visit 
there will be special daily programs on Tunisia. 


In Egypt, during official dinners and in all circles one 
hears only warm and laudatory words for President Ben 
Ali. President Muarak granted us an audience that last 
an hour and 5 minutes, something that shows his esteem 
for President Ben Ali and his interest in Tunisia. The 
Egyptian press was also filled with praise with respect to 
the new political leadership in Tunisia. 


[Question] One last question. In this new democratic era 
there is also a lot of talk about possible assistance to the 
Opposition press. What about this? 


[Answer] The president has decided to provide a form of 
assistance to the press of political opposition parties. 
These newspapers are experiencing serious financial 








JPRS-NEA-88-033 
9 May 1988 


difficulties. They are not business organs. Thus, the chief 
of state, anxious to assure and guarantee conditions for 
democratic pluralism, has decided to come to their aid. 


This aid has not yet been definitively decided on. It 
essentially deals with a subsidy granted for the purpose 
of paper. This is an advantage that no other newspaper 
benefits from. It is substantial since it is 60 percent of the 
price of the paper. This is appreciated even more when it 
is known that paper represents the biggest cost of putting 
Out a newspaper. 


Besides, the president has decided on an amnesty can- 
celling out fines imposed on this press prior to 7 Novem- 
ber. 


Other measures are under study. 


5671/9274 


Heavy Vehicle Assembly Plant To Reopen 
45190043c Tunis LA PRESSE in French 6 Mar 88 


[Text] STIA Plant Number | will reopen tomorrow, 
Monday. Specialized in the assembly of heavy vehicles 
(trucks and buses), this plant will start out by hiring 
workers in accordance with its needs. On the other hand, 
the decision to suspend the light vehicle assembly line is 
irrevocable because this was an operation that was no 
longer economically profitable. 


The reopening of the plant will result in the rehiring of 
some 500 workers out of a total work force of 1,800 
formerly employed by STIA. The plant will get into 
normal operations in about 10 days. For the recruitment 
of workers a regional committee was set up on a special 
basis to make selections basically in accordance with 
three criteria, namely vocational qualifications, seniority 
in the company and family situation. Also to be noted is 
that 1,500 workers have reached retirement age, some- 
thing that results in their files being automatically closed. 


Nevertheless, the case of workers and technicians who 
will not be affected by the reintegration process is not 
going to be neglected. Many formulas have been pro- 
posed. First of all to be noted is the discharge bonus 
granted by STIA. The bonus varies between 4,000 and 
14,000 dinars, something that offers workers laid off the 
possibility of undertaking small projects themselves or 
setting themselves up on their own. 


Finally, those candidates with projects in mind have 
been given all facilities necessary to benefit from bank 
credits offered by FONAPRA. Several workers have 
already benefited from this credit. Besides these facili- 
ties, administrative formalities have been made some- 
what more flexible to the benefit of promoters of busi- 
ness or agricultural projects in view of reducing 
procedures and waiting periods needed. 
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The second solution offered workers who will not be 
included in the reintegration process is having business 
firms in the region shown more interest in hiring them. 
This effort is being translated through a spirit of solidar- 
ity in the industrial and tourist sectors. 


A list of former STIA employees has been publicized and 
several firms have expressed their willingness and readi- 
ness to hire some of them. It is going so well that the 
reintegration of all STIA workers is being carried out in 
good conditions and in various directions. 


5671/9274 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Increased Economic Activity in al-Shariqah 
4404018la Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 
16 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Al-Shariqah (WAM)—Sa’id B. ‘Ubayd al-Jarwan, 
general director of the al-Shariqah Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry, stated that economic activity in the 
Emirate of al-Shariqah has begun to increase at impres- 
sive rates that are reflected in the chamber’s statistics for 
the months of January and February. During the two 
months, the chamber issued 2,362 new or renewed 
licenses, a difference of 371 licenses from the same 
period in 1987, i.e., a 19 percent increase in licenses 
issued. 


He explained that among the licenses issued at the 
chamber during the last two months were 1,870 renewed 
licenses and 492 new licenses issued for the first time. He 
indicated that the large increase in licenses issued by the 
chamber in this period was due to easements that the 
chamber and all government agencies involved ‘n eco- 
nomic activity in the emirate had given to businessmen 
and investors wishing to carrying on economic activities 
in the Emirate of al-Shariqah. 


He said that the increase in the number of members 
belonging to the chamber had been followed by a devel- 
opment and improvement in the quality of commercial, 
industrial, and professional certificates issued by the 
chamber, and by a doubling of the number of certificates 
of origin issued, reflecting an increase in export activity 
from al-Sharigah to other countries. In addition, the 
number of approvals issued and Arabic and foreign 
correspondences had increased. 


Al-Jarwan mentioned that during the last two months 
the chamber had received 23 delegations and individuals 
interested in economic activity and had discussed with 
them ways of developing economic cooperation with the 
chamber. 
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He stated that the chamber’s board of directors and 
agencies were making great efforts to implement the 
directives of His Highness Shaykh Dr Sultan bin 
Muhammad al-Qasimi, who is a member of the Supreme 
Council and the ruler of al-Shariqah. 


12937 


Egyptian Commercial Attache Comments on 
Economic Relations 

44040181d Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 

16 Mar 88 p 3 


[Interview with Mustafa Hamdi, commercial attache at 
the Egyptian embassy in the UAE, by Ahmad Muhsin: 
“Extensive Prospects for Strengthening Commercial, 
Economic, and Investment Links Between the UAE and 
Egypt’; place and date not given] 


[Text] Now that diplomatic relations have been restored, 
commercial and economic relations between Egypt and 
the UAE, and between Egypt and the Gulf countries in 
general, are seeing extensive prospects for development 
based on cooperation that integrates Arab capital in the 
Gulf with Arab lator in Egypt. 


The international economic shock that industrialized 
countries experienced because of the financial market 
disturbance and stock exchange collapse had the effect of 
increasing the direction of investment toward Arab 
markets, particularly the large Egyptian market. 


On the occasion of the UAE president’s 13 March visit to 
Egypt and the investment meeting of Arab and Egyptian 
businessmen and investors beginning on the same day in 
Cairo, AL-BAYAN explored prospects for economic and 
trade relations between the emirates and Egypt ana the 
investment climate in Egypt. These subjects were cov- 
ered in the following interview with Mustafa Hamdi, 
commercial attache at the Egyptian embassy in the UAE. 


[Question] What importance do you attach to the Arab 
meeting on investment in Egypt? Does it constitute a 
fundamental turning point for economic cooperation 
pa at and the Arab states, particularly those of 
the Gulf? 


[Answer] The Arab meeting on investment, which will 
continue until 16 March, is indeed an important turning 
point in economic and investment relations between 
Egypt and the Arab countries in general, and Egypt and 
the Gulf states in particular. The Egyptian government, 
for its part, is working hard to strengthen these relations 
and attract Arab capital to Egypt, in view of the suitable 
climate that the General Authority for Investment is 
striving to provide. It is working hard to solve all 
problems and remove all obstacles that might confront 
investors wishing to invest their funds in the Egyptian 
Arab Republic. 
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In light of current international economic conditions, I 
think Egypt can be considered one of the most appropri- 
ate countries in which Arab brothers can invest. It has a 
huge market, dense population, and a geographic loca- 
tion between three continents. 


[Question] Could you give us a brief account of the 
investment climate and policies in Egypt—the economic 
measures and decisions and the easements that have 
been passed to attract investments in the various sectors 
of economic activity? 


[Answer] The Egyptian government wants to facilitate 
the task of Arab investors in various areas, thro jh 
customs or tax breaks, along with a guarantee of no 
infringement upon any precautionary measures or inter- 
ference in the policies of investment companies that 
arise in Egypt. 


The General Authority for Investment is fully prepared 
to offer advice and guidance to investors, away from the 
offices of lawyers and brokers who spoil relations 
between investors and the relevant government agencies. 


The Egyptian government encourages investors to set up 
their investment projects in the new urban zones that 
have begun to proliferate throughout the Egyptian Arab 
Republic. This is done by granting them customs exemp- 
tions for 10 years and levying a simple tax of no more 
than 5 percent on their receipts. One should also men- 
tion that investors who have used production machinery 
have recently been allowed to bring the equipment to 
Egypt and use it in production as part of the Arab 
investor’s capital in the project. 


The Egyptian government stresses the investor’s free- 
dom to transfer profits from a project, as well as his 
capital, without restrictions or conditions. The govern- 
ment of Egypt has taken charge of directing Arab inves- 
tors to use their capital in agricultural fields, including 
land reclamation and the establishment of projects for 
agricultural industries whose products could be used to 
satisfy the needs of the Gulf states, instead of their 
importing products from foreign countries. 


[Question] What is the estimated size of Gulf invest- 
ments in Egypt? Do you expect these investments to 
increase during th~ next 2 years? 


[Answer] Gulf investments in Egypt form about 18 
percent of total investments. Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
head the list of investors. In light of the rapprochement 
we are now seeing. the volume of Gulf investments in 
Egypt is expected to become many times greater. These 
predictions are being confirmed in light of increasing 
interest by investors from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and the 
UAE to enter into Egyptian agricultural, real estate, and 
tourism projects. 








JPRS-NEA-88-033 
9 May 1988 


[Question] What is your evaluation of trade relations 
between the UAE and Egypt at the present time? Do you 
expect these relations to see a marked improvement after 
the anticipated visit of His Highness Shaykh Zayid to 


Egypt? 


[Answer] In fact, trade relations between the two frater- 
nal countries did not stop even in the absence of diplo- 
matic representation. The volume of trade between the 
two countries is continually increasing. Since a few years 
ago, the balance of trade has been leaning in favor of the 
UAE. 


Egyptian exports to the UAE used to represent the 
principal part of trade between the two countries. How- 
ever, exports from the UAE, consisting of used machin- 
ery and equipment, have found their way into Egyptian 
markets, both those related to the building of industrial 
projects and those related to spare parts and raw mate- 
rials. 


[Question] Are there contacts with a view toward signing 
trade and economic agreements between the two coun- 
tries? 


[Answer] There have indeed been contacts on the sub- 
ject. Agreement has been reached with His Exceliency 
Sayf al-Jarwan, the [UAE] minister of economy and 
commerce, to draw up a proposal for an agreement on 
commercial and economic cooperation between the two 
countries. The ministry will prepare a draft agreement, 
and a similar draft agreement is now before the Egyptian 
government. Both drafts will be studied preliminary to 
their amalgamaticn into a single proposal and its signa- 
ture by appropriate authorities in the two countries. 


[Question] Is there any intention to establish a regular 
navigation line between the UAE and Egypt? What are 
the benefits expected from such a line? 


[Answer] At present there is no navigation line with the 
UAE. There is a navigation line with other Gulf coun- 
tries, specifically Saudi Arabia. However, the opening of 
the overland route through the port of Nuwayba’ has 
greatly helped to increase trade volume between the two 
countries. 


[Question] What are your plans for increasing the vol- 
ume of trade between the two countries in the coming 
period? 


[Answer] To begin, one must point out that Egyptian 
imports from the UAE registered a marked increase 
between 1983 and 1985, rising from 134 million dirhams 
to 212 million in 1984, then to 231 million in 1985. In 
1986 there was a decrease to 125.7 million dirhams. 
Egypt’s most important imports from the UAE included 
appliances, automobiles, machines, and electrical and 
electronic devices. 
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Egyptian exports rose from 24 muiijion dirhams in 1984 
to 30 million in 1985, then to 33 million in 1986. 


The most important exports are rice, fresh and frozen 
vegetables, sheep, and such commodities and manufac- 
tured goods as cigarettes, books, publications, medi- 
cines, and chemicals. 


We are now trying to establish a permanent exhibition of 
Egyptian products in Abu Dhabi. It will be established in 
cooperation between Egyptian companies and several 
businessmen in the UAE. It will include all Egyptian 
products, so as to make them known to importers and 
consumers and to promote them among UAE residents. 
We will establish another exhibition in Dubayy at a later 
date. 


Also, the Egyptian government is interested in sending 
trade and industrial delegations to promote Egyptian 
products. One should mention that for the first time 
certain raw materials are being imported from Egypt to 
UAE markets: gypsum, kaolin, and sand for use in 
manufacturing white cement. 


Cement is now being exported or shipped from the Ra’s 
al-Khaymah factory to Egypt under an agreement with 
private-sector companies in the framework of efforts to 
increase the volume of trade between Egypt and the 
UAE. 


12937 


New Economic Agreement With Egypt 
44040181c Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 16 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Cairo (WAM)—An agreement on trade, economic 
and technical cooperation, and on encouraging invest- 
ment was signed yesterday between the governments of 
the UAE and the Arab Republic of Egypt. 


His Excellency Sayf al-Jarwan, minister of economy and 
commerce, signed the agreement for the UAE; Dr Yusri 
Mustafa, ministry of economy and foreign trade, signed 
for Egypt. 


The agreement deals with the encouragement of free 
export and import of agricultural, industrial, animal, and 
natural resource products between the two countries; the 
facilitation of cooperation and visits between chambers 
of commerce and industry, businessmen, and financiers; 
and the offering of technical assistance in agriculture, 
livestock raising, fishing, manufacturing, energy, trans- 
port, transportation, construction, and any other field 
that may be agreed upon in the future. 


The agreement also contains encouragement for capital 
in both countries. It gives investments all guarantees and 
benefits specified in the provisions of the Unified Treaty 
on Arab Investment in the Arab States. It facilitates the 
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creation of joint companies and corporations active in 
various economic fields, especially in building, tourism, 
and manufacturing projects. 


It was decided to form a joint committee meeting 
annually to monitor implementation of the agreement 
and offer recommendations and suggestions about it. 


After the signing of the agreement, His Excellency Sayf 
al-Jarwan spoke expressing his happiness about the sign- 
ing of the agreement. He said the agreement would 
contribute to supporting commercial, economic, techni- 
cal, and investment cooperation, and to strengthening 
the means for such cooperation for the reaching of wider 
horizons and broader fields. 


His Excellency Sayf al-Jarwan added that the signing of 
the agreement came at a time when His Highness Shaykh 
Zayid bin Sultan Al Nuhayyan, president of the UAE, 
was staying as a guest of the Egyptian people in order to 
carry forward with his brother, President Muhammad 
Husni Mubarak, their pioneering efforts to strengthen 
Arab cooperation and embody a joint understanding of 
all the problems of the Arab nation. On the basis of their 
faith in a common destiny, the two leaders were working 
for increased self-reliance and were exerting every con- 
structive effort for the good of the entire Arab nation. 


His Excellency stressed that the relation between the two 
fraternal countries was not of recent origin; it was a 
deeply rooted relation pervaded by a spirit of affection, 
friendship, mutual understanding, and unity of point of 
view toward the problems of the great Arab homeland. 


NEAR EAST 


His Excellency Sayf al-Jarwan expressed satisfaction and 
optimism about the marked development of the produc- 
tive base that he had noticed in the fraternal Arab 
Republic of Egypt. He said that Egyptian products were 
of a high quality surpassing that of cormparable foreign 
products. This was a source of hope and a positive asset 
not only for Egypt, but for the entire Arab nation, 
because Egypt, as the largest Arab country, with its 
population and cultural weight, constitutes the basic 
surety for the Arab nation in the fields of security and 
development and can be considered a spacious field and 
broader market to absorb Arab products and capital. 


His Excellency stated that the signing of the agreement 
on economic and technical cooperation, trade, and 
encouraging investment in the UAE and Egypt comes to 
formalize relations that have been and continue to be 
extensive and deep-rooted between the two fraternal 
countries. This agreement forms a general framework for 
continued progress toward the signing of other special- 
ized agreements taking the form of joint projects. Such 
projects will be a first step not only toward economic 
integration at the level of the two fraternal countries, but 
toward comprehensive Arab economic integration. This 
cooperation may thus be taken as a model to be followed 
in all areas of cooperation and coordination. This agree- 
ment has come as a support for the direction of unity. It 
comes out of the faith of both countries in unity of goal 
and a common destiny. 


His Excellency Sayf al-Jarwan invited Dr Yusri Mustafa, 
the Egyptian minister of economy and foreign trade, to 
visit the emirates. His Excellency, Dr Mustafa accepted 
the invitation, whose date will be set later. 
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India, USSR Discuss Building of Satellite Center 
46001384 Madras THE HINDU in English 
28 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Hyderabad, March 27—Talks are on between 
India and the Soviet Union to build a satellite launch 
centre in the country. The site for the centre to be built 
with Soviet help is yet to be selected by India. 


Dr. V.P. Opliatov, member, USSR Space committee, 
said here today that the talks being held by Indian and 
Soviet scientists followed the signing of an agreement on 
cooperation in space by the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi, and the Soviet leader, Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev. 


Dr. Opliatov, who visited the balloon research facility of 
the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research near here, 
said the scientists engaged in balloon research could 
associate themselves with the Soviet project for launch- 
ing a probe to Mars in July. 


Dr. Valery S. Roudnitsky, member of the USSR State 
Committee on Science and Technology, and Dr. Oplia- 
tov were in Hyderabad for an exhibition of photographs 
on the Soviet space programme at the B.M. Birla Plan- 
etarium here. 


Dr. Opliatov presented to Dr. Sidharth, Director of the 
Planetarium, a picture of the city of Delhi, taken from 
space with a camera having resolution of five meters. 


Congratulating Indian scientists and engineers on the 
successful launch‘ag of the Indian Remote Sensing-1A 
satellite, the “first completely Indian-built satellite,” Dr. 
Opliatov said the Soviet Union was involved in every 
aspect of the IRS-1A. The satellite was to have been 
launched in 1986, but there was a delay of two years. 
“Launching a satellite is easy, but after the satellite is put 
in orbit, there is need for constant monitoring. We 
worked very hard for seven years to prepare for this 
launch. There were many specific engineering problems, 
for example, such as the one to match the spacecraft 
(with the launch vehicle). We had to develop two math- 
ematical models on computer. The problems we had 
piled up to one metre high,” he said. 


The cameras with resolutions of 72 metres and 36 metres 
on board the IRS-1A were better than those on the 
American Landsat satellites. 


Asked why cameras with greater resolution were not 
preferred for the satellite, Dr. Opliatov said, ““The ques- 
tion should be posed to the Indian scientists.” 


PTI reports: 


The proposed space centre, Dr. Opliatov said, would be 
able to launch geosynchronous satellites weighing 
around four tonnes, as against the two tonne satellites, 
which the Soviet launching stations were now able to put 
in space. 


The higher capacity, he said, was because of the lower 
latitude on which the Indian centre would be located as 
the equatorial spin would act to its advantage. 


The space centre would have Protoniype launchers. The 
project was still at the discussion stage and it was 
difficult to say when after a decision was taken, it could 
become functional. It all depended, he said, on the speed 
with which the ground facilities were built. 


The Soviet space scientist said discussions were also in 
progress on the launching of another Indian satellite and 
use of Indian microwave equipment in the Soviet Union. 


Earlier, speaking at the Planetarium on the Soviet 
“Phobos” project to study Mars, he said 12 countries 
and two international organizations were connected with 
the project. 
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Names of Congress-I Team To Visit PRC Given 
45001376 Madras THE HINDU in English 
21 Mar 88 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, March 20. A four-member Congress(i) 
delegation, led by the former External Affairs Minister, 
Mr. B.R. Bhagat, will pay a 10-day visit to China in May 
at the invitation of the Chinese Communist Party. No 
formal announcement has been made as the earlier date 
of May 14 has been changed and a new itinerary is still to 
be worked out, according to party sources. 


Although this is being treated as a return visit—a six 
member CCP delegation was present at the Congress 
centenary celebrations in Bombay in December 1985— 
observers here say the timing is significant. Even during 
the bhai-bhai phase in the Sino-Indian relations, there 
were no party-to-party exchanges of this nature. 


Most observers here expect a qualitative shift towards 
friendlier political relations between the two countries in 
the near future. No one is however hazarding a quick 
settlement of the border problem. But the flexibility and 
unexnected accommodation shown by the Chinese side 
at the eighth round of the official-level talks in Delhi last 
year, and the correct and principled stand of India over 
the Tibetan issue have indicated a desire for better 
relations at the highest political levels. 


The Congress(I) delegation’s visit is therefore being seen 
as a “probing” and “preparatory” mission for an even- 
tual Prime Ministerial visit to China by the end of the 
year or early next year. Much groundwork is yet to be 
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done and the Foreign Office is said to be busy preparing 
for a visit to China by Mr. K. Natwar Singh, Minister of 
State for External Affairs after the current Parliament 
session is over. 
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Indians Said Used by Libyan Military 
46240016 Calcutta RAVIVAR in Hindi 13 Feb 88 p 33 


[Text] Why is Col Qadhdhafi keen to recruit Indians in 
his military? Western observers believe that at the 
moment Libya is badly in need of non-Libyan soldiers. 
This is because for one thing it has been involved in a 
protracted conflict with Chad in which despite its over- 
whelming and modern armament, it has sustained heavy 
losses on several fronts. Secondly ever since the Ameri- 
can attack, Col Qadhdhafi has kept large numbers of his 
soldiers on several bases on a state of alert. Col Qadhd- 
hafi is also worried that they might revolt against him. 
Perhaps that is why Col Qadhdhafi wants to recruit 
foreign soldiers in his military so as to maintain a 
balance. Clearly such soldiers will care only for making 
money. They will have little interest in local politics. 
Another problem is that Libyans are no longer interested 
in enlisting for the military. This is clear from the 
declining numbers of enlistment for the military for the 
past many years. 


Possibly because of many reasons there has arisen a need 
for foreign soldiers but how to recruit foreign soldiers. It 
is not possible to recruit ore nly, therefore devious meth- 
ods are being used and in ths very context, 45 Indians 
were sent to Libya this year from Muzaffarnagar and the 
nearby areas in Uttar Pradesh. They were recruited on 
assurances that they will be employed in a shoe factory in 
Tripoli, the capital. When the Indians reached Tripoli 
they were sent to an army camp for training. The Indians 
felt cheated. Now their problem was how to return to 
India. 


A few courageous Indians took a stand. They went on a 
hunger strike. Out of fear that the situation may get out 
of hand, the Libyan authorities returned several Indians 
to India. It is they who on returning home filed a police 
report. 


Upon investigation it was learned that a mullah from 
Muzaffarnagar had a hand in sending these Indians to 
Libya. This mullah had gone on a visit to Libya in the 
beginning of last year where he had reached a sort of 
understanding with the Libyan authorities according to 
which on his return to India, 25 Indians were sent in the 
first group and 20 in the next group. Before this affair 
could proceed any further several Indians returned and 
the investigation into the affair began. This is one affair 
that got exposed. The investigating agencies do not deny 
that they have no idea how many Indians have been sent 
to Libya through devious means and how many of them 
have landed up in the Libyan military. 
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With almost similar objectives an advertisement 
appeared in a Delhi newspaper in 1986 announcing that 
persons with military experience were needed for the 
Libyan army. Thousands of Indians went to the Libyan 
Embassy in Delhi for an interview. The Libyan military 
attache, Abu Salam, conducted the interview. While the 
interviews were still in progress the matter became a 
subject of discussion in the newspapers. 


The Indian External Affairs Ministry took prompt 
action. The Libyan ambassador was summoned. An 
assurance was given to the Indian Government that the 
advertisement was actually meant for the Arab residents 
and not for the Indians. At the same time a pledge was 
given that in future Indians will not be enlisted in the 
Libyan army. 


Some sources estimate that thousands of Indians are still 
working in the Libyan military. Some are those who went 
to Libya looking for other jobs and landed in army 
camps. Some are those Indians who were already work- 
ing for various Libyan nationalized institutions. Some 
among them were induced to quit by offers of attractive 
benefits and high salaries or following the expiry of their 
contracts, they were entangled in other contracts which 
ultimately led them to military camps. 


For Indians Libya is not an attractive place. If there is 
any attraction, it is for money. It is reported that the 
Indians engaged in military occupations are offered very 
attractive salaries and bonuses. One observer believes 
that Libya is recruiting people who could meet its 
military needs, not only from India but also from other 
Asian countries. 


12286/6091 


Gandhi Holds Meeting To Discuss Punjab 
Situation 

46001387 Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 
29 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, March 28—The Prime Minister, Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi, declared categorically here today that the 
government is not being “soft” on terrorists in Punjab. 


“The government is also not talking to the terrorists in 
Punjab,”’ Mr Gandhi told a group of nearly 25 intellec- 
tuals and others well-versed with the Punjab problem. 


The group had been invited for a breakfast meeting with 
the Prime Minister to consider various aspects of the 
situation in the state. The meeting, which began at 8 am, 
lasted beyond 11 am. 


Mr P. Chidambaram, minister of state for home, told the 
meeting that the government was working out a scheme 
for more effective “policing” of the Punjab border with 
Pakistan. 
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The meeting, during which a number of suggestions were 
made, was Jescribed as a significant discussion that 
could have bearing on the future policy in Punjab. 


An official spokesman told newsmen that barring occa- 
sional responses on some points, the Prime Minister said 
little and preferred to hear what the participants had to 
say. The meeting began with an explanation of the 
situation by the Governor, Mr S.S. Ray. He spoke about 
the events leading to the dissolution of the Punjab 
Assembly, the release of the five high priests and 40 
Jodhpur detainees, and the 59th Constitution Amend- 
ment Bill. 


Those who attended the meeting included Mr I.K. 
Gujral, Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet, Mr Girilal Jain, Mr 
Kuldip Nayar, Mr K.F. Rustamji, Mr Sunil Dutt, MP, 
Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad, the AICC general secretary, Mr 
Rachpal Malhotra, a Chandigarh scholar, Mr N.K. Muk- 
herjee, Mr Satya Pal Dang, Mr Ashwini Kumar, Mr V.N. 
Narayanan, Mr P.N. Haksar, Dr Attar Singh, Mrs Amri- 
tar Pritam, Dr Gopal Singh, the Governor of Goa. The 
Union home minister, Mr Buta Singh, was not present. 


Some participants felt that the involvement of Pakistan 
in Punjab should not be underestimated, especially in 
the context of the events taking place on the Pakistan 
border with Afghanistan. Pakistan, they said, was delib- 
erately mounting pressure in Punjab through the terror- 
ists. 


The participants said a lot of criminals and professional 
killers had joined the terrorist organizations. 


Everybody at the meeting, advocated that the tough 
action against terrorism should be continued and there 
should be no relaxation. Both Mr Gandhi and Mr Ray 
allayed doubts expressed by some participants that the 
government was going soft on terrorists. 


Participants also said a political vacuum had been cre- 
ated in Punjab and the Sikhs had no strong political 
leadership. This, they added, had happened largely as a 
result of the inability of the Akalis to “lead the political 
process in the right direction.” 


All this, said one participant, had resulted in a situation 
in which the Akalis themselves had become irrelevant. 
The utterances of Mr P.S. Badal since his release from 
detention were also criticised by some participants. 


Another point of view was that the Centre had not given 
the kind of support the Akalis needed in the state and 
that the Akalis were still a strong factor to reckon with. It 
was pointed out that political authority had been eroded 
because the Akalis had themselves surrendered to non- 
political forces when they were summoned to the Akal 
Takht and told to form a “unified” Akali Dal. 
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A number of suggestions were offered to tackle tne 
situation. These were the release of all the Jodhpur 
detainees except those against whom there were serious 
charges, action against those guilty in the 1984 Delhi 
riots, political mobilisation at the grassroots level. There 
was a suggestion that the Congress and Left parties 
should join hands to mobilise political forces in Punjab. 
Yet another suggestion was that a solution should be 
found to the territorial and water problems in the state. 


Some participants said the problem of the rehabilitation 
of Army deserters should also be settled. The Prime 
Minister said in this regard one had to be careful so as 
not to send out wrong signals. 


It was also pointed out that while the situation in the 
state was serious, the economy was functioning well, 
Plan investments had gone up and Plan targets were 
being achieved. 


The spokesman said this was not a political group 
meeting but a meeting of people who were well versed 
with the problem. This is the third such meeting the 
Prime Minister has hosted in recent weeks. The earlier 
two breakfast meetings discussed the economy and 
Doordarshan. 
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Text of Gandhi Speech at ‘PATRIOT’ 
ve Fete 

46001390 New Delhi PATRIOT in English 

29 Mar 88 p 5 


[Text] The following is the text of Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi's speech at the inauguration of the Silver Jubilee 
celebrations of PATRIOT at Vigyan Bhawan on Tues- 
day: 


I offer congratulations to a newspaper which has a 
special place and which completes 25 years today. Even 
more, I am pleased to offer my gratitude and good wishes 
to one of the most remarkable people in our national 
life—Shrimati Aruna Asaf Ali. Her courage, her trans- 
parent sincerity and her utter dedication to our country 
and its people are legendary. It was Arunaji who hoisted 
the Tricolour at the Gowalia Tank Maidan in the Quit 
India Movement. She continues to hold high the banner 
of national freedom and national pride. 


Arunaji has just given an account of why and how this 
journal was started. After the national trauma of 1962, 
there were many who found an opportunity they had 
long been waiting for to attack Jawaharlal Nehru and all 
that he stood for. Arunaji and her associates felt that was 
the time to rally the nation behind him. So PATRIOT 
was born. Its proclaimed aims were to defend the Nehru 
vision of freedom, socialism, secularism and non-align- 
ment. 
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It is not always realised how much effort is required to 
defend our national ideals. We cannot assume that just 
because the Constitution describes India as a socialist, 
secular democratic republic, everybody accepts or fol- 
lows secularism and socialism—or democracy, for that 
matter. 


We all know of the continuing threat to our secular ideal 
from communal and fundamentalist elements. They try 
unceasingly to weaken the secular base of our society by 
sowing suspicion between communities. Minority com- 
munalists claim that they have to protect themselves 
from the pressures of the majority. The majority com- 
munalists accuse the minority of provocation. Thus they 
feed each other and compete in spreading fear and 
distrust. 


Inflammatory propaganda is carried in our places of 
worship. Strengthened by our national ideology, the 
overwhelming majority of people refuse to be misled. 
The reaction of the people to a recent serial on television 
dealing with partition riots is proof that our people have 
profound political understanding. 


The people’s good sense is also evident in Punjab. The 
most determined efforts have been made to give a 
religious colouring to the political events in Punjab and 
create an impression that Sikhism is in danger. These 
efforts have come to nought. Extremists no longer use 
the religious argument. It is plain terror they practise 
today. Hindus and Sikhs have stood side by side refusing 
to be separated even in the face of death. I have no doubt 
that this unity will prevail. Secularism will triumph. The 
terrorist will be defeated. 


The defence of the socialist ideal is fraught with similar 
difficulties. It is axiomatic that a country like India can 
solve its problems only through socialism. Poverty can- 
not be abolished in India unless the state assumes the 
responsibility. Similarly, the establishment of advanced 
industry and the induction of modern technology cannot 
be accomplished without state initiative. It is also patent 
that India cannot solve its problems by the blind adop- 
tion of remedies which might have worked elsewhere. 
Indian socialism can only be Indian. 


But there are some who swear by borrowed definitions of 
socialism. They have not hesitated to attack and belittle 
our programmes. They opposed Jawaharlal Nehru, even 
as they opposed Gandhiji. When Indiraji became Prime 
Minister they started a campaign against her charging 
that she was dismantling Nehru’s polic:es. This brought 
forth a spirited rejoinder from her at the Jaipur session 
of the AICC when she declared that people did not have 
to give her lessons in understanding her father. 


We see a similar attempt today. When we introduce 
plans to improve productivity and adopt more advanced 
technology we are accused of jettisoning socialism. 
When we want to make the public sector more efficient 
and progressive, we are attacked of weakening the social- 
ist commitment. 
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Unfortunately, several socialists have not hesitated to 
make common cause with avowed anti-socialists in order 
to attack the Congress. Many of these critics, speaking in 
the name of Leftism, also seem to shut their eyes to the 
bold endeavours made in socialist countries to modern- 
ise their productive apparatus and make the administra- 
tive and political bureaucracies more accountable. It is 
time to appreciate that socialism is not a straitjacket of 
outmoded technology and rigid organisational forms, 
that it must be flexible enough to accommodate the 
newest technological and organisational innovations. 


We must learn to distinguish between basic national 
philosophy, and strategic and tactical approaches to 
concrete problems. Our basic philosophy has deep roots 
in our past and in the profound thinking and leadership 
of people like Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. 
There can be no dilution of this philosophy. There will 
be no dilution. Our strategy for the modernisation and 
development of our society and economy admits no 
ambiguity. Our path is clear and our commitment uns- 
werving. In fulfilling this commitment, our tactics must 
take into account the opportunities and challenges that 
lie before us, and he compulsions that change, in all its 
manifestations, forces upon us. 


The problems of nation-building have to be seen in the 
wider global context. Before an audience such as this I do 
not perhaps need to recapitulate the pressure that has 
been put on us all along to give up our independent 
policies. Let me declare here and now—we shall not 
deviate. 


Let us make no mistake: the challenges that the country 
faces are not ordinary challenges. There are forces in the 
world who want to see India falter and be mired in 
internal squabbles. There are forces that actively encour- 
age terrorism. There are forces that aim to deflect us 
from our chosen path. These forces must be met 
squarely. The only way to do so is to place national 
interest above the interest of group, class or party. That 
is what patriotism means. Patriotism may be a somewhat 
old-fashioned word. But let me assure you that it is a 
virtue that can never become outdated. 


The defence of the unity and integrity of the nation is 
vitally dependent upon a correct and a realistic assess- 
ment of the character of international forces. It is sur- 
prising that this elementary truth is forgotten by many 
when they think and speak about national issues. I will 
give only one example. The Indo-Sri Lanka accord and 
subsequent action taken by us have not been analysed in 
the correct perspective by some because of a failure to 
relate our national unity and integrity to the functioning 
of international forces. It should have been the aim of 
progressive forces, in the media and elsewhere, to expose 
before the public such vital linkages. There are some, of 
course, who understood. There are unfortunately others 
who should know better but have lacked either the 
courage or wisdom to do so. 





JPRS-NEA-88-033 
9 May 1988 


This brings me to the other aspect of the challenge of 
which I spoke a moment ago. Despite the severe drought, 
the country is poised for rapid and sustained growth. We 
need to strengthen productive forces in the national 
economy, both in agriculture and industry. The prob- 
lems of poverty and backwardness cannot be resolved 
without acceleration in growth. In the context of the 
global technological revolution this dictates that even as 
we remain true to our basic economic and social philos- 
ophy, we adjust our policies to achieve our basic goals of 
self-reliance and socialism, and to build a new social 
order. 


When one tries to restructure, one ‘nevitably confronts 
vested interests, resistance, strains and tensions. It is 
axiomatic that there will be changes in our social struc- 
ture, in social, economic and geographical mobility. 
They are a part of the process of development. The way 
to deal with them is to strengthen our institutional base. 
The way to deal with them is to give people confidence in 
their capacity to surmount obstacles. The way to deal 
with them is to think through, seriously the iogic of 
growth with social justice in the nineties. 


But what do we see? Instead of bolstering the people’s 
strength and courage to deal with new challenges, sys- 
tematic efforts are being made to Geride national 
achievement. In pace of building a climate of confidence 
and optimism, every effcrt is made to sap the morale of 
the people by resorting to the well-tried devices of 
disinformation and character assassination. Cliches and 
slogans substitute for serious thinking. The configuration 
of the social and political forces in 1988 takes one back 
to 1963 when PATRIOT first appears. It is for the 
PATRIOT family to judge whether its members have 
grasped the threat to our national endeavour. It is for 
them to examine how they have reacted to those who are 
using the slogans of democracy and freedom to destroy 
democracy and freedom. 


Yes, the Congress has weaknesses. We do not claim 
perfection. But what we do claim, and we claim it on the 
basis of our history, tradition and our present perfor- 
mance, is that we are the strongest national force for 
India’s unity and integrity and for purposeful and deter- 
mined advance towards socialism. We cannot and shall 
not be thwarted by any Rightist combination, no matter 
what its banner, no matter the company it keeps. We 
shall fight as only an organisation steeled by sacrifice 
can. 


But what can I say of those who have obtained the 
copyright to progressive ideology but have forgotten in 
‘88 the lessons of ‘77, when the Right dressed-up in the 
garb of democracy and freedom, to hide the stark reality 
of reaction? The same warriors have reappe._ed. Yes, 
some new faces have been recruited. But their ideology, 
their motivation and their commitment to reactionary 
ends have not changed. In this situation, neutrality can 
neither be understood nor forgiven. 
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We in our party and our Government are confident of 
the correctness of our basic approach and the direction 
we have taken. We welcome those who share our ideol- 
ogy and even those who have no basic disagreement to 
join hands with us in our endeavour to build a strong, 
modern and progressive India. 


Arunaji, I thank you again for inviting me to the silver 
jubilee of PATRIOT. Once again, my good wishes to all 
associated with PATRIOT—a newspaper that has ren- 
dered useful service to national ideals. 
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Punjab Releases 6 Top Militant Leaders 
46001383 Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
28 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Chandigarh, March 27—In a significant political 
development, the Punjab Government announced today 
the release of six top militant leaders, including Bhai 
Mokham Singh, a former chief spokesman of the Dam- 
dami Taksai. 


(According to UNI, terrorists gunned down seven peo- 
ple, including an SGPC employee, during the past 24 
hours in Punjab). 


Informed police and intelligence sources said that the six 
militant leaders, undergoing detention under the 
National Security Act in different jails, were released on 
Friday night and Saturday morning. 


Besides Bhai Mokham Singh, the five other militant 
leaders released by the State Government are: Mr Geja 
Singh, a member of the United Akali Dal Council; Mr 
Swaran Singh Zafarwal, Mr Surat Singh Khalsa, a former 
secretary of the United Akali Dal; Mr Gursewak Singh 
and Mr Pritam Sirgh. 


It is reliably learnt that the Jain Muni, Acharya Sushil 
Kumar, who was instrumental in the release of the five 
Sikh high priests, including Bhai Jasbir Singh Rode, the 
newly appointed chief of the Akal Takht, played a key 
role in the release of the six militant leaders too. 


UNI adds: The Akal Takht Jathedar, Bhai Jasbir Singh 
Rode, today welcomed the release of the six militant 
leaders. He described their release as “a good step on the 
part of the Government.” 


However, he asked the Government to release all the 
remaining Jodhpur detainees without further delay. 


Mr Rode said that the Government should release all 
detained Sikh leaders “in totality and not in groups”. 


The Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Singh leader, Mr Balasa- 
hib Deoras, today said, “Khalistan cannot be formed (in 
India) irrespective of the Government at the Centre”. 
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Addressing a large rally of party volunteers at the Guru 
Gobind Singh Stadium in Jalandhar, he said the demand 
for Khalistan was neither in the interests of Sikhs nor 
Punjab and hence must be abandoned. 


Describing Sikhs as par* of the Hindu society, he said 
that “the majority of Sikhs are neither Khalistanis nor 
terrorists”. But he added that the menace of terrorism 
could be tackled effectively only if the entire Sikh 
community stood against it. Sikhs should isolate a mis- 
guided section of their community indulging in terror- 
ism in the mistaken notion that Pakistan had sympathy 
for the Sikhs and would, therefore, help in the formation 
of Khalistan. 


Our Correspondent in Amritsar adds: Official circles 
here do not share the optimism of the political parties 
and Acharya Sushil Muni that the new head priest of the 
Akal Takhi will be able to influence the militants con- 
centrated in the Golden Temple complex and wean them 
away from the path of violence. 


Intelligence circles say that Bhai Jasbir Singh is hesitant 
to hold a dialogue with the militants. Bhai Jasbir Singh is 
conscious of the fate of Mr Darshan Singh Ragi, the 
former head priest, and some of his other predecessors, 
two of whom were injured by the terrorists. 


PTI adds: The security forces arrested three persons in 
Gurdaspur district in a case of sedition. 


Suspected terrorists shot dead an SGPC employee, Mr 
Kulbir Singh (32), while he was participating in a mar- 
riage party at Bhamboi village in the Batala Saddar 
police station area of Gurdaspur district last night. 


The so-called Khalistan Command Force owned respon- 
sibility for the killing. A note left at the spot of the 
murder said Mr Kulbir Singh was a “police informer and 
desecrator” of a certain gurdwara. 


Besides the SGPC employee, a farmer and : shopkeeper 
were gunned down by suspected terrorists. 
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RSS Chief Decries Demands for Khalistan 
46001385 Madras THE HINDU in English 
28 Mar 88 p 4 


[Text] Jalandhar, March 27—-The RSS chief, Mr. Bala 
Saheb Deoras, said here today that “Khalistan cannot be 
formed (in India) irrespective of the Government at the 
Centre.” 


Addressing a largely-attended rally of party volunteers at 
Guru Gobind Singh stadium here, he said the demand 
for “Khalistan” was neither in the interests of Sikhs nor 
Punjab and hence must be abandoned. 
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Describing Sikhs as part of the Hindu society, he said 
“the majority of Sikhs are neither ‘Khalistanis’ nor 
‘terrorists’ but added that the menace of terrorism could 
be tackled effectively only if the entire Sikh community 
stood against it. Sikhs should isolate a misguided section 
of their community indulging in terrorism in the mis- 
taken notion that Pakistan has sympathy for the Sikhs 
and will, therefore, help in the formation of Khalistan“. 


This “misguided section” indulging in violence against 
unarmed innocent people must be tackled firmly by the 
Government, he added. 


The RSS chief said the Sikhs must not forget the Parti- 
tion holocaust and should realise that Pakistan was out 
to “destabilise and weaken India and is not aiding them 
in the formation of ‘Khalistan’ out of any sympathy for 
them”. 


Describing the Punjab problem as essentially a political 
crisis borne out of competitive politics between the 
Congress (1) and Akalis, he dismissed the charge of 
discrimination against the Sikhs as “ridiculous” when 
the Punjab administration was nearly totally manned by 
Sikhs since the reorganization of the State. 


He said there was no religious or identity crisis for the 
Sikhs in Punjab as was being wrongly projected by the 
Akalis whom he charged with playing up the Sikh 
passion against the Centre and Hindus for their political 
interests. 


Mr. Deoras said Mr. Parkash Singh Badal never talked of 
discrimination against the Sikhs when he met him twice 
at Chandigarh during his tenure as Chief Minister. He 
said there was no Hindu-Sikh clash in Punjab and this he 
attributed to the centuries-old blood ties between the two 
communities.—UNI 
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India-EEC Panel Agree on Wide-Ranging 


Ss 
46001381 New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
25 Mar 88 p 9 


[Text] The fifth session of the Indo-EEC Joint Commis- 
sion concluded in Delhi on thursday with the two sides 
agreeing on a wide-ranging programme of cooperation to 
enlarge and strengthen commercial, economic, industrial 
and scientific cooperation. 


Addressing the closing plenary session of the joint com- 
mission the Commerce and Finance Minister N D 
Tiwari cnd EEC Commissioner Claude Cheysson 
expressed satisfaction over the outcome of the session 
and reiterated their resolve to work for further consoli- 
dation of the relations on a mutually beneficial basis. 
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The joint commission has embarked upon new areas of 
cooperation in the fields of energy and science and 
technology. According to an official press release, it is 
proposed to establish an energy management centre in 
Nagpur. Besides, a programme for energy efficiency 
audits in small and medium-sized enterprises and the 
provisions of European expertise in the mini-steel sector, 
were also discussed. 


An important outcome is that the European Community 
has acknowledged the seriousness of India’s persistent 
bilateral trade deficit with the EEC. While India’s 
exports to the EEC had increased significantly in 1987 by 
about 15 per cent in ECU terms, particularly in textiles 
and leather, Mr Tiwari pointed out that it was a matter 
of serious concern for India that nearly 50 per cent of its 
global trade deficit was accounted for by the EEC. 


In order to redress the imbalance, India had urged the 
EEC to make further improvements in the EEC’s gener- 
alised system of preferences (GSP) and to continue the 
Community’s assistance in trade promotion. 


India has submitted specific proposals in this regard and 
both sides had agreed to examine the proposals including 
the question of assistance to the tourism sector. 


The joint commission also reviewed trade in textiles, a 
sector of critical importance of India. Indian exports 
have increased significantly since the conclusion of the 
new bilateral textile agreement. 


India has, however, stressed that the agreement should 
continue to be administered flexibly. Both sides hoped 
that the consequences of the adoption of the harmonised 
system of tariff nomenclature would provide mutually 
satisfactory solutions to certain difficulties in this sector. 


On the subject of trade, Mr Tiwari said India was 
following with great interest the Community’s efforts 
towards the establishment of a fully integrated internal 
Common Market by 1992 and hoped that it would be a 
truly open market for exporting countries like India. 


In a major move to extend cooperation beyond the 
original field of trade development, the joint commis- 
sion has decided to give a new thrust to industrial 
cooperation and to cooperation in science and technol- 
ogy with both sides agreeing on a new extensive joint 
programme. 


In the industrial field, a technology information centre is 
being set up in India to promote the development and 
acquisition of industrial technologies. A concrete pro- 
gramme, for the training of Indian experts and the 
provision of European experts in the field of industrial 
standards and quality control has been drawn up. 
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The joint commission recognised that the programme 
agreed on the basis of a report by the working group on 
industrial cooperation would contribute significantly to 
the modernisation of the Indian industry, leading to both 
the diversification of production and experts. 


Action has been initiated to promote links between 
Indian and European firms in key sectors such as engi- 
neering, machine tools and medical and surgical instru- 
ments. 


Both sides reiterated their interest in developing coop- 
eration in the field of science and technology by promot- 
ing joint research in areas of common interest such as 
bio-technology, medicine, agriculture, marine studies, 
material science and new energy sources. 


The joint commission has approved the report of the 
science and technology working group on industrial 
cooperation would contribute significantly to the moder- 
nisation of the Indian industry, leading to both the 
diversification of production and experts. 


Action has been initiated to promote links between 
Indian and European firms in key sectors such as engi- 
neering, machine tools and medical and surgical instru- 
ments. 


Both sides reiterated their interest in developing coop- 
eration in the field of science and technology in promot- 
ing joint research in areas of common interest such as 
bio-technology, medicine, agriculture, marine studies, 
material science and new energy sources. 


The joint commission has approved the report of the 
science and technology working group which has worked 
out a detailed new programme including joint research 
projects and fellowships for Indian scientists in Europe. 


In the field of human resource development, the joint 
commission has welcomed the feasibility study carried 
out to identify Indian and European insiitutes to partic- 
ipate in a possible faculty exchange programme in busi- 
ness management. 


Mr N P Jain, ambassador of India to the EEC, partici- 
pated in the joint commission deliberations along with 
other members of the inter-ministerial delegation from 
the Indian side while the 35-member EEC delegation 
included representatives of all the 12 member-states of 
the Community. 


The joint commission has expressed satisfaction at the 
successful implementation of development cooperation 
and welcomed the decision of the Community to con- 
tinue its participation in the Operation Flood with an 
estimated contribution to Operation Flood III 1987-94 
of ECU 130 million or 25 per cent of the total costs. 
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Former President Claims Having Solution to 
Punjab Crisis 

462400 New Delhi NAVBHARAT TIMES (Supplement) 
in Hindi 6 Mar 88 p I, Ill 


[Interview with former president Giani Zail Singh by 
Suresh Chander Sinha; date and place not given] 


[Text] [Boxed item] Solution to the Punjab crisis: 
According to persons close to Giani Zail Singh, the 
former president has shared the formula to solve the 
Punjab crisis with Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi 
repeatedly. 


Giani Zail Singh believes that the situation in Punjab is 
analogous to a family crisis. An angry family member 
demanding division of family assets does not really mean 
that. He can be asked to sit down and have a talk and 
made to come to terms. It is not appropriate to use force 
on that family member. 


According to our sources, Giani Zail Singh suggests 
affiliating the Punjabi-speaking areas of Haryana with 
Punjab. This proposal also asks for some areas now in 
Uttar Pradesh to be added to Haryana. A larger city of 
Uttar Pradesh which Haryana could call its capital 
should also be included in Haryana. Meerut, Agra, or 
one such city can meet this requirement. Punjab, with 
more than 67 percent Sikh population will no longer be 
a Sikh majority state. There are more than three million 
Punjabi-speaking people in Haryana. Of these, only 600 
thousand are Sikh and the remaining 2.4 million are 
Hindus. Their native language, however, is Punjabi. 


Mr Singh proposes giving the extra water from Punjab to 
Rajasthan and water from the River Yamuna to Har- 
yana. 


Mr Singh is often found discussing this issue with people. 
He believes that this is the most important problem 
facing the country and should be solved immediatel. 
y.[End Box] 


A lightning blaze sets the sky glowing followed by golden 
rays. Rainbow-colored rays are shown descending to 
earth and focus on a figure. This figure turns out to be of 
the former president Giani Zail Singh. With both palms 
enjoined in a prayer stance, he says: “I am India.” 


This scene is from “Yug Purush” [Man of the Era], a 
movie being filmed on Giani Zail Singh’s life. This 
movie is being produced by Manglanand Gautam, a 
veteran journalist and freedom fighter, under the banner 
of Anand Mangal. It is being directed by Ajit Gautam. 
Giani Zail Singh was born in a poor family just like 
Lenin and Lincoln. How did he become president of 
India? This film focuses on his success and portrays him 
as an apostle of truth, peace, and love. 
/ 
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“The shooting is still going on,” says Giani Zail Singh, 
“they want to release it on my birthday (May 5), but I 
doubt it will be finished that fast.” 


The actors, in addition to Giani Zail Singh, working in 
this movie are: Sunil Dutt, Anupam Khair, Raj Babber, 
Hema Malini, Devashri, and Rekha. Anil Gautam is 
playing the child Zail Singh. Mr Singh’s grandson, Inder 
Singh, is playing the part when he was a young man. 


In answer to the question, “you must be busy writing 
your autobiography these days,” Zail Singh said: I am 
not writing my autobiography; just some incidents I 
remember. More than half of the work is finished. Most 
of the time I dictate to someone and sometimes I write 
myself or simply dictate into an tape recorder. 


[Question] Would you please share some of your remi- 
niscence with us. Our readers have been waiting. 


{Zail Sing] (laughing) I will not tell. Who will buy my 
book if I tell everything now? 


[Question] Please share with us your memories of the 
last days spent in the Rashtarapati Bhawan [President’s 
house]. The eyes and ears of the whole world were 
focused on you at that time. There were the scandals 
about Fairfax and Boforce. The fight between Rajiv 
Gandhi and Vishvanath Partap Singh was in full swing. 
You had remained silent through all this and had moved 
from the Rashtrapati Bhawan to the house at Number 4 
Circular Road. You must be transcribing your memories 
of those days. What circumstances and restriction had 
forced you to remain silent? Please tell us about that. 


[Zail Singh] I will not tell as I do not want to get into 
another controversy. I was the chief minister of Punjab 
and was the home minister with the central government. 
I have led a life of respect and do not want to get into a 
controversy at this time. 


[Question] It were you who appointed Rajiv Gandhi the 
prime minister. The people of this country want to know 
why you are silent about the prime minister that you had 
given them. Why are you silent about him? Why do not 
you want to say anything about him? 


[Zail Singh] {t is correct that I appointed Rajiv Gandhi 
the prime minister. He was clean then. He was a beau- 
tiful person with a sweet voice at that time. The people 
wanted a clean leader and I gave them one. The only 
thing he lacked was experience. He has been in the office 
for 3 years now. Only he or the people know about the 
changes that have occurred in him. I am not responsible 
for that. I will not say anything. I do not know anything. 
I appointed Rajiv Gandhi prime minister when Indira 
Gandhi was assassinated because I did not want the 
Congress party to suffer from internal strife. I was 
travelling in Northern Yemen the day Indira Gandhi was 





JPRS-NEA-88-033 
9 May 1988 


assassinated. Foreign minister Maharaj Karishan Rasgo- 
tra informed me of the assassination immediately. I 
asked for a copy of the Indian Constitution and studied 
the sections on appointment of a prime minister. 


After Indira Gandhi, the following three persons were in 
hierarchy for the position of prime minister: Parnav 
Mukherji, P.V. Narsimharao, and P.C. Sethi. The Con- 
gress party would have split if I had appointed any one of 
these prime minister. Such a split would have been 
dangerous for the country. Therefore, I used my special 
powers and appointed Rajiv Gandhi prime minister. 


Giani Zail Singh has often said that Indira Gandhi had 
appointed him the home minister and the president. He 
wanted to pay her back and had appointed Rajiv Gandhi 
prime minister and had left the Rashtrapati Bhawan 
quietly. 


Zail Singh has often announced that he has the formula 
to solve the Punjab crisis. When I asked him what this 
formula was, he replied, “I know it, but it is useless to tell 
it when the government does not want to listen to it. Ten 
or twenty people are being murdered daily. Still, the 
government does not want to hear about any solution to 
the Punjab problem. The government should listen, but 
it just does not care. 


“Where is the Congress party of my dreams? Is there 
anyone who is being respected? The Congress which 
looked after its veteran members is not there any more. 
This is evident by the public humiliation of such 
respected leaders as Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma. 


“What happened to Dr Sharma in the Parliament should 
never have happened. The saddest part of this story is 
that prime minister Rajiv Gandhi was present in the 
Parliament during this fiasco. We have to admit, how- 
ever, that Dr Sharma did stun everyone in the House 
with his boldness, far-sightedness, and dedication. 


‘“‘When I was the president, I also experienced such 
humiliation. However, I received this treatment after 
serving as president for 3 years. Dr Sharma was sub- 
jected to it only after 6 months in the office. When I was 
the president, the fight was with only one [president]. 
Now they are fighting with the two (president and the 
vice president). Mr Venkataraman is unhappy about the 
Tamil situation in Sri Lanka. He hails from Tamil area 
and is approached by his constituents. He is helpless. 
This is a very deplorable situation and must be recti- 
fied.” 


07997 


Singh Said To Deny Content of Purported 
Interview 

46001379 Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
24 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, March 23—Mr Zail Singh is likely to 
sue two journalists for “stealthily” taping a “private” 
conversation and passing it off as an interview. The 
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former President may also support a demand for the 
resignation of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Mr Balram 
Jakhar, on the grounds that by denying he was among 
those wanting to become Prime Minister after the assas- 
sination of Indira Gandhi, he had, in fact, made himself 
a party to the controversy. For this reason he must quit 
his office before any inquiry is ordered into his and 
others’ intentions in the period immediately after Mrs 
Gandhi's death. 


Mr Zail Singh, who was admitted to hospital last Sunday 
after he complained of a chest pain, is not allowed to 
meet any visitors. But a senior advocate of the Supreme 
Court, Mr Balraj Trikha, said Mr Singh had discussed 
with him issues relating to the so-called interview with 
the two journalists in which he is supposed to have 
mentioned the names of some people who were prepared 
to spend between Rs 30 and 40 crores for his re-election 
as President. The meeting between Mr Zail Singh and 
Mr Trikha took place before the former was admitted to 
hospital. 


According to Mr Trikha, Mr Zail Singh had maintained 
that the two journalists—editors of Bombay-based mag- 
azines—came to his house without prior appointment. 
When they were stopped at the gate, they protested 
loudly. Mr Zail Singh came out of his room upon hearing 
the noise and escorted the journalists inside. There the 
two visitors began a casual conversation inquiring about 
Mr Singh’s health. They never said they were “inter- 
viewing” him. Mr Zail Singh also told Mr Trikha that he 
saw no tape-recorder with the journalists who have now 
claimed that they had taped the interview. 


The former President is further reported to have alleged 
that he had mentioned no manes of people who had 
reportedly offered him huge sums for contesting the 
office of President of India for a second successive term. 
The two editors are reported to have mentioned some 
names on their own while referring to the alleged offer of 
huge sums for the re-election of Mr Zail Singh as 
President. Mr Zail Singh is said to have merely smiled on 
hearing those names, but did not utter a word, according 
to Mr Trikha. 
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Reporter Views Plans, Expectations for Gandhi 
Visit to FRG 

46001377 Madras THE HINDU in English 

22 Mar 88 p 9 


[By K.K. Katyal] 


[Text] New Delhi, March 21—The plans, now being 
worked out, for the Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi's 
visit to Bonn in early summer, and the current discus- 
sions here of the West German Minister for Economic 
Cooperation held the promise of a new dimension to the 
politico-economic relationship between the two coun- 
tries. 
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The Prime Minister was to have visited West Germany 
last year as part of a three-nation European trip (which 
was to cover Yugoslavia and Hungary also) but the 
programme was cancelled very close to the date for the 
scheduled departure, because of his preoccupations here 
with drought relief discussions. Discussions which began 
soon after through diplomatic channels have advanced 
to a point where firm dates for a visit after the budget 
session of Parliament are being considered. The visiting 
West German Minister, Mr Hans Klein, today men- 
tioned, ‘early summer’ in this context—while speaking at 
a lunch, hosted in his honour by the Finance Minister, 
Mr. N.D. Tiwari. 


Mr. Klein, whose arrival coincided with the conclusion 
of the week-long dialogue-cum-exhibition of West Ger- 
many industry, Technogerma, today had detailed talks 
with Mr. Tiwari, apari from his calls on the President, 
Mr. R. Venkataraman, and the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi, on future cooperation programme and the 
progress of the ongoing Indo-German projects. 


Drought Relief Aid 


In the presence of the two Ministers, the Finance Secre- 
tary, Mr. S. Venkitaramanan, and the West German 
Ambassador, Mr. Konrad Seitz, signed an agreement 
providing for a soft loan of 74.5 million DM (nearly Rs. 
57 crores) as an advance payment on the annual finan- 
cial cooperation commitment for 1988. This amount is 
meant to be used to finance capital goods imports and to 
provide credits to the Industrial Finance Corporation of 
India (IFCI) and the Industrial Credit and Investment 
Corporation of India (ICICI). The advance payment is in 
the nature of West Germany’s help for the drought relief 
work. 


West Germany has shown keen interest in the moderni- 
sation of the Rourkela steel plant as also in the new 
schemes of the Neyveli Lignite Corporation. The stage 
for finalising the scale of the credit and other details will 
be reached after the investment decisions by the Indian 
Government are known. Modernisation of Rourkela is 
estimated to cost some |.2 billion DM and going by the 
trends of preliminary discussions, the West German 
could be in the range of 300 million DM to 650 million 
DM. 


Change in Rourkela 


The discussions then may cover apart from the financial 
aspect the management pattern at Rourkela as the West 
German side is believed to have some set ideas on the 
changes needed to be made in the present arrangements 
to get the best return from the investment. 


As regards the Neyveli Lignite Corporation, funds from 
West Germany amounting to 1.1 billion DM (nearly Rs. 
762 crores) have been mainly used for open-cast mining, 
power generation and development of coal-based by- 
products. IT has shown interest in new mining schemes 
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and power station. Mr. Klein is due to leave for Madras 
tomorrow, for a visit to the NLC, at present the largest 
project of West German financial assistance. 


In Madras, he will hand over a high sophisticated com- 
puter to the computer centre of the IIT. 


/06662 


Appraisal Places Achievement of Seventh Plan in 
Doubt 


Main Points of Document 
46001378 New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
23 Mar 88 p 5 


[Text] The mid-term appraisal of the Seventh Five-Year 
Plan presented to Lok Sabha on Tuesday raises grave 
doubts about the sustainability of the targeted economic 
growth rate of five per cent largely due to sluggish growth 
in agricultural production, reports UNI. 


While the overall growth rate in the first year of the plan 
was 4.8 per cent, it came down to four per cent (quick 
estimates) in 1986-87. The appraisal indicates that it 
may not exceed two per cent in the third year (1987-88) 
because of the effects of the severe drought on agri- 
culture. 


“Since the non-agricultural sectors are growing more 
rapidly now, a sharper recovery may be expected next 
year, provided that the monsoon is normal,” says the 
appraisal document. 


Highlighting the point that the infrastructural sectors 
had risen to the challenge posed by the reduced avail- 
ability of hydel energy and heavier demands for trans- 
portation and that the industrial growth in the first part 
of the year had been at an “exceptionally high level,” the 
document underscores the need to increase agricultural 
growth and to reduce population growth. 


The second major problem, according to appraisal, lies 
in the pressure on resources for the public sector plan. 
Taking note that though the pace of plan expenditure 
had been satisfactory so far, the document says that the 
manner in which it had been financed differed substan- 
tially from what was anticipated. 


“The main areas of concern relate to the shortfalls in the 
surpluses of public enterprises, the steep growth, in 
non-plan expenditure and the extent of deficit financ- 
ing” it says adding that the last (deficit financing) may be 
“a major factor in generating inflationary potential in 
the economy.” 


(It will be recalled here that Finance Minister N D 
Tiwari took a different view of deficit financing during 
the course of his reply to the general debate on his Rs 
7484-crore deficit Union Budget for 1988-89 in the Lo 
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Sabha last week when he maintained that the Budget was 
non-inflationary and that the Indian economy was capa- 
ble of absorbing a deficit of around Rs 7,000 crore.) 


However, the mid-term appraisal emphasises the need to 
watch the inflation rates carefully particularly in 1988-89 
and to initiate correct measures. 


The document notes that the balance of payments posi- 
tion also is a matter for concern and has remained 
off-course in the first two years of the plan because of 
disappointing export growth, increasing oil consumption 
and larger non-bulk import requirements. 


“It remained manageable, however, as exports picked 
up, import growth slowed down and international oil 
prices dropped in 1986-87,” the document notes appar- 
ently with some satisfaction. 


It says that “active policy intervention” will be required 
to maintain the external deficit within safe limits 
because of the size of the trade gap itself and emerging 
uncertainties. 


The critical tasks for economic management at the 
mid-term of the plan, according to the document are: 


Correcting the shortfalls in the creation of agricultural 
potential. 


Maintaining the positive developments in industry and 
infrastructure. 


Mobilising resources for these purposes in a non-infla- 
tionary manner. 


Coping with emerging pressures on the balance of pay- 
ments. 


The objective in the remaining years, the document 
emphasises, must be to pull up the agricultural sector 
and to see that the overall 5 per cent growth is achieved 
with corresponding balance in sectoral structure. 


More Details Given 
46001378 Madras THE HINDU in English 
23 Mar 88 p7 


[Text] New Delhi, March 22—The overall growth rate of 
the economy in the first two years of the Seventh Plan 
has been short of the target and in 1987-88 it will be 
depressed and the structure of income will be further 
dislocated. 


This has been brought out in the mid-term appraisal of 
the Plan by the Planning commission which was laid on 
the table of the Lok Sabha by the Planning Minister, Mr. 
P. Shiv Shanker today. 


The following is the realised growth rates: (percentage 
change over the previous year). 
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The appraisal said the structural dislocation came from a 
very low to negative growth in agriculture brought about 
largely by adverse weather. 


Significantly, higher than targeted growth in manufac- 
turing (8.9 per cent average for the first two years against 
the plan target of 5.5 per cent) as well as in infrastructure 
sectors was a welcome feature and largely attributable to 
Seventh Plan strategy and policies. 


At the end of the mid-term of the plan the Commission 
said the critical tasks for economic management were: 
correct the shortfalls in the creation of agriculture poten- 
tial—maintain the positive developments in industry 
and infrastructure—mobilise resources for these pur- 
poses in a non-inflationary manner and cope with emerg- 
ing pressures on the balance of payments. 


Sector 7th Plan target 1985-86 1986-87 
(quick estimates) 
Agriculture 2.5 0.3 -2.6 
Mining 11.7 7.0 11.3 
Manufacturing 5.5 8.3 9.0 
Electricity 7.9 8.2 10.0 
Construction 4.8 3.9 2.6 
Transport 7.1 9.0 8.4 
Other sectors 6.1 6.5 6.5 
All sectors 5.0 4.8 4.0 


The growth rates are based on the latest revised national 
accounts series of the Central Statistical Organisation. 
GDP in the base year of the Plan turned out to be higher 
than what was estimated at the time of the formulation 
of the Plan, and hence the realised growth rates are on a 
higher base. 


Pace Maintained 


The appraisal said in the first two years of the Plan the 
pace of public investment had been maintained at the 
required level. Infrastructural constraints had been light- 
ened and industrial growth had been sustained at high 
levels for three years running. 


Anti-poverty and employment programmes had been 
generally strengthened and human resource develop- 
ment had been given new direction with the new 
national policy on education. 


In the third year of the Plan, the appraisal said, many 
parts of the country experienced a drought of exceptional 
severity. In others floods had caused severe damage. The 
underlying strength and resilience of the economy, the 
policy making apparatus and development acministra- 
tion had together made it possible to cope with these 
natural disasters without disrupting the development 
process. 
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Speedy and effective measures had been taken to provide 
relief, organise food supplies and contain inflationary 
pressures in critical markets. The infra-structural sectors 
had risen to the challenge posed by the reduced avail- 
ability of hydel energy and heavier demands for trans- 
portation. Industrial growth in the first part of the year 
had been at an exceptionally high level. 


Principal Weakness 


The assessment said the principal weakness at the sec- 
toral level lay on agriculture. The slow growth in produc- 
tion could be attributed to aberrant weather. What was 
more worrying was the evidence that the growth in 
irrigation, the area under high-yielding varieties and 
fertilizer consumption were short of the Plan targets. 


Given that measures to reduce population growth rates 
had not been as successful as anticipated, the social 
implications could be serious. Measures to increase 
agricultural growth and to reduce population growth, 
therefore needed to be stepped up, it added. 


The second major problem lay in the pressure on 
resources for the public sector plan. Though the pace of 
Plan expenditure had been satisfactory so far, the man- 
ner in which it had been financed differed from what was 
anticipated. The main areas of concern related to the 
shortfalls in the surpluses of public enterprises, the steep 
growth in non-Plan expenditure and the extent of deficit 
financing. 


Major Factor 


The Commission said the last might be a major factor in 
generating inflationary potential in the economy. Infla- 
tion rates would have to be watched carefully, particu- 
larly in 1988-89 and correct measures initiated. 


The balance of payments also was a matter for concern 
and had remained off course in the first two years of the 
Plan, because of disappointing export growth, increasing 
oil consumption and large non-bulk import require- 
ments. 


The appraisal said the balance of payments remained 
manageable, however, as exports picked up, import 
growth slowed down and international oil prices 
dropped in 1986-87. 


Although strains had developed in the wake of the severe 
drought this year, they were likely to be contained 
because of substantial food stocks and the expected 
appreciable growth in exports. 


These favourable factors notwithstanding, active policy 
intervention would be required to maintain the external 
deficit within safe limits because of the size of the trade 
gap itself and emerging uncertainties in the world econ- 
omy, it said. 


SOUTH ASIA 


Referring to the improved performance of the electricity 
sector (this year the PLF is expected to touch 55 per cent) 
and railway freight loadings (net tonne kilometerage 
improved from 1150 in 1984-85 to 1390 in 1986-87) the 
appraisal said this lightening of infra-structural con- 
straints was one of the major factors underlying the 
improved performance in industry.—PTI 
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[Text] New Delhi, March 23—After a marathon debate 
lasting about eight hours, the Lok Sabha today passed the 
Constitution (59th Amendment) Bill amidst cries of 
“shame, shame” while the Opposition staged a symbolic 
walkout. Some of the Opposition members were seen 
tearing up copies of the Bill before walking out. The final 
vote on the Amendment Bill was 328 in favour and 65 
against. 


The Bill empowers the Government to impose emer- 
gency only in the State of Punjab and extend President’s 
rule up to three years. Though the Government had 
made some amendments to the Bill when it was pro- 
posed in the Rajya Sabha tc make it clear that it would 
be applicable only to Punjab, the Opposition raised 
similar objections to extract further concessions in the 
wording of the Bill. In the event, the Government only 
gave verbal assurances to back up the clause on applica- 
bility. 


Clause-by-clause Voting 


Almost two hours were spent in the clause by clause 
voting on the Bill. The Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi, and his Cabinet colleagues sat through the 
cumbersome voting procedure. The bulk of the Congress 
members, however, were visibly irritated by the CPI(M) 
members tactic of contesting every clause and insisting 
on speaking on each amendment. Mr. Madhu Danda- 
vate (Janata) taunted the Congress members by saying 
that they were at lasi being educated on the provisions of 
the Constitution. 


The debate was marked by constitutional arguments, 
interpretations of the emergency provisions and judg- 
ments of the Supreme Court. Leading the aitack from the 
Opposition benches was Mr. Somnath Chatterjee (CPI- 
M) and defending the constitutionality of the Bill for the 
Government was Mr. P. Chidambaram, Minister of state 
for Home. The Opposition’s political arguments on the 
Punjab problem were handled by the Home Minister, 
Mr. Buta Singh. 


Mr. Buta Singh said it was unfortunate that the Opposi- 
tion was misleading public opinion by saying that the 
Government wanted to impose emergency in the whole 
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country. He said this was far from the truth and it had 
been made clear in the Bill itself. The Congress party was 
a national party, unlike some of the Opposition parties, 
and it had a responsibility to safeguard the unity and 
integrity of the country. “The Government is committed 
and already to take the strongest steps to root out 
terrorism from Punjab,” he said. 


At one point during his speech there was a slanging 
match between Mr. Buta Singh and the Akali Dal (Badal 
group) members, whom he observed had come with 
black arm bands tied on the right hands to symbolise 
their protest to the Bill. One of them got up to say that 
his party (akali-Badal group) had never questioned the 
unity and integrity of the country and had always hon- 
oured the laws of the land and the provisions of the 
Constitution. “We only ask the Government to honour 
them also in Punjab,” he said amidst applause from the 
Opposition. Mr. Buta Singh responded by saying that if 
all the Akali leaders came to fight terrorism sincerely, the 
Government would not proclaim emergency in the State. 


Mr. Chidambaram’s intervention focused on the main 
Opposition charge that the Government would use the 
Bill to extend emergency to other parts of the country as 
per the provisos contained in Articles 353, 358 and 359. 
This would encroach on the federal principle of the 
Constitution. Mr. Somnath Chatterjee also pointed out 
that the Government, by using Article 83, could extend 
the term of the House when a proclamation of emer- 
gency was in force. 


Mr. Chidambaram pointed out that the 44th Amend- 
ment (which amended the 42nd Amendment) passed by 
the Janata Government to delete “internal disturbance” 
as a reason for imposing emergency did not “abrogate 
the concept of partial emergency” and hence did not 
violate the federal principle of the Constitution. 


Procedural Safeguards 


Also, substantively, the present amendment spoke of 
emergency in the whole or any part of the territory of 
Punjab being imposed when the “integrity of India was 
being threatened by internal disturbance,” such as seces- 
sionist and separatist movements. The provisos of Arti- 
cles 353, 358, 359 could only be invoked if emergency 
was imposed when the “security” of India was threat- 
ened by war, or external aggression or armed rebellion. 
About extending the term of the Lok Sabha by invoking 
Article 83, Mr. Chidambaram pointed out that the 
Janata Government did not include it in the 44th 
Amendment. “It was not touched then, it will not be 
touched now,” he said. 


Mr. Chidambaram said there were six procedural safe- 
guards in the Constitution which would ensure that the 
Government could not misuse the emergency provi- 
sions. The Government had done nothing to amend 
those provisions thereby proving its bonafides. He said 
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the power sought by the Government in the Amendment 
Bill was to meet an emerging situation in Punjab and as 
a matter of abundant caution. 


Duplicity, Double-standards 
UNI, PTI report:. 


An all-party campaign was launched in Punjab sometime 
back to mobilise public opinion against terrorists, Mr. 
Buta Singh said. This had a good impact but he regretted 
that the Janata Party and some other groups did not join 
this campaign, exposing their duplicity. Though the 
Janata group leader, Mr. Madhu Dandavate, angrily 
protested, what he sad was not audible as Mr. Buta Singh 
did not yield the floor and continued with his speech. 


The Minister also expressed surprise at the “doubled 
standards” of the BJP, which on the one hand publicly 
criticised the Government for not handing over Punjab 
to the Army, and on the other was opposing the present, 
“simple” Bill. 


Mr. Chidambaram assured the House that the citizens’ 
right to life and liberty would not be suspended, if and 
when emergency was proclaimed in Punjab. 


Referring to Mr. Dandavate mentioning the “Constitu- 
tional threat” of the Bill being challenged in the Supreme 
Court, Mr. Chidamba: nn expressed the confidence that 
the amendment would stand any test against the touch- 
stone of the “basic structure” of the Constitution as 
enumerated in the Keshavananda Bharati case. The 
Attorney-General had also assured the Government that 
he would need only about three hours to convince the 
Judges that the six basic features of the Constitution, 
including the federal structure of the Union, were not 
affected. 


Also, all the “safeguards” incorporated by the 44th 
Amendment—notably the need to obtain two-thirds 
majority in both Houses of Parliament within 30 days of 
proclaiming emergency and a similar ratification every 
six months—were left untouched. But, Mr. Chidamba- 
ram said: “If we are obliged to do, I have no doubt that 
Parliament will approve it with two-thirds majority”’. 


Communist MP on ‘Pernicious Effects’ 
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[By D.P. Kumar: “59th Amendment a Backdoor Emer- 
gency”) 


[Text] New Delhi, March 21—The Constitution (59th 
Amendment) Bill seeking to impose emergency in Pun- 
jab, which has already been passed by the Rajya Sabha, 
can, in reality, be used to extend the duration of the life 
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of the present Lok Sabha beyond its five-year term 
ending in January 1990 to apply Emergency to the whole 
of India and to take away the legislative powers of all 
State Assemblies. 


This view was expressed today by the Marxist M.P. and 
well-known barrister, Mr Somnath Chatterjee, who is a 
member of the Lok Sabha and who said he was going to 
sponsor amendments to the Bill when it came up before 
the Lower House “in order to remove the pernicious 
effects of the Bill which, in effect, would result in 
imposition of emergency throughout the country, 
through the backdoor”. 


Mr Chatterjee said that by virtue of Article 83 of the 
Constitution which stood on the statute book as it is and 
not amended in the Constitution (59th Amendment) Bill 
as passed by the Rajya Sabha, once emergency was 
proclaimed in Punjab it would give the authorities the 
power to extend the life of the Lok Sabha “for a period 
not exceeding once a year at a time”. Mr Chatterjee said 
Indira Gandhi had, after imposing Emergency in the 
country, also postponed the general elections. 


He cited the provision of Article 83 in this regard, which 
said: “The House of the people, unless sooner dissolved, 
shall continue for years...provided that the said period 
may, while a proclamation of Emergency is in operation, 
be extended by Parliament by law for a period not 
exceeding one year at a time’’. Mr Chatterjee said that 
the words “‘a proclamation” can be interpreted as “any 
proclamation”—in this case a proclamation of Emer- 
gency in Punjab—and thereby the life of the House 
extended so that the general elections could be put off. 


Mr Chatterjee said Article 83, provides for a five-year 
term for the Lok Sabha, which term can be extended by 
an ordinary law passed by a simple majority even there is 
a proclamation of emergency in Punjab, and been in part 
of Punjab, say Amritsar or Gurdaspur. 


Merely to assert—as the Government is doing—that the 
Constitution (59th Amendment) Bill applies only to 
Punjab or a part of Punjab, and that people need not 
have any apprehension of its extension elsewhere, is 
totally erroneous and is against the actual and already 
existing provisions of the Constitution, Mr Chatterjee 
said. He stated that the present provisions “do contem- 
plate exercise of emergency powers in all the States of 
India, including exercise of powers such as deprivation 
of fundamental rights by issuing orders”. 


He also stated that as soon as emergency was proclaimed 
in Punjab, Article 358 explicitly provided for application 
of such law. 


He further said that as soon as emergency was pro- 
claimed in Punjab, Articles 358 and 359, as existing 
today, could be used to suspend the provision of Article 
19 all over the country. 
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This is because both Articles 358 and 359 speak of 
deprivation of rights of freedom of speech and expres- 
sion (as guaranteed under Article 19) and of fundamen- 
tal rights conferred by part III “where a proclamation of 
Emergency is in operation...,” Mr Chatterjee said. He 
held that “here, too, the words are ‘a proclamation’ 
which mean any proclamation, and ‘a proclamation in 
Punjab or any part thereof’ can lead to suspension of 
these rights elsewhere in the country”. 


Mr Chatterjee explained that “in view of the propensity 
of this Government to use draconian measures and 
finding itself more and more alienated from the people, 
it will be prone to exercise powers in other States while 
the law purports to relate only to Punjab”. 


Again, he stated, using Article 250 of the Constitution, 
the ruling party could, with its majority position in 
Parliament, enable it to make laws for the whole or any 
part of the territory of India with respect to any or the 
matters enumerated in the State list, or in other words 
take over the legislative powers of the State Assemblies. 


He called the 59th amendment “the most sinister piece 
of legislation” through which Mr Rajiv Gandhi’s Gov- 
ernment was seeking to impose Emergency throughout 
the country by the backdoor, and also extend the dura- 
tion of the period of the present Lok Sabha as was done 
by Mrs Gandhi.“ 
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[Text] The Election Commission has urged the Govern- 
ment to expedite “‘as early as possible” steps on electoral 
reforms like introduction of electronic voting machine, 
reduction of voting age and delimitation of constituen- 
cies, reports PTI. 


The commission’s views have been contained in a recent 
communication to the Government on the reforms 
which also includes introduction of multi-purpose iden- 
tity cards and appointment of ad hoc judges for speedy 
disposal of election petitions. 


It may be recalled that the Government had recently 
made it clear in Parliament that Government was com- 
mitted to the introduction of voting machines in princi- 
ple but could not do so on a large scale because of 
financial constraints. 


The commission has said the recent elections in Tripura 
and a by-election in Hazira in Assam had shown a close 
contest resulting in very narrow margins of victory. 
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It had also other implications, the commission said, and 
such situations could be avoided by the introduction of 
electronic voting machines. 


On the voting age, the commission said that of the 39 
countries listed in the publication “world atlas of 
elections”, only in three countries (India, Botswana and 
Cyprus), the minimum voting age is 21. In Japan it is 20. 
In the remaining 35 countries including the UK and the 
USA, the minimum voting age is 18 years. 


If the voting age is lowered to 18, it would be a recogni- 
tion of the maturity of the persons in the age group of 18 
to 21 who are mostly literates and have a part in politics, 
the commission said. 


Introduction of multi-purpose cards, the commission 
felt, would not only eliminate bogus voting and manip- 
ulation of electoral rolls but also prove to be an impor- 
tant step in the direction of proper economic and social 
planning. 


As regards the proposal for delimitation of parliamen- 
tary and assembly constituencies, the commission said it 
was even now within the realm of possibility to complete 
the work well in time before the general elections of the 
Lok Sabha, due by the end of next year. 


The commission has already taken preliminary actio by 
asking the State chief electoral officers to keep ready the 
basic data like the census figures on a unit basis (district, 
tehsil and circle). The delimitation commission could be 
constituted with a five or seven-member body instead of 
the usual three-member body so that it could function in 
benches. 


The commission said the delimitation commission could 
be given the necessary assistance by providing help of 
retired, experienced people and modern equipments to 
complete the work expeditiously. 


The commission said even if some difficult arose in 
completing the work in time, there would be no consti- 
tutional difficult as it would be permissible to hold the 
next general elections on the basis of the 1976 delimita- 
tion order. 


The work of the delimitation commission would not go 
waste because the order made by the commission could 
be used as the basis for the general elections subsequent 
to the 1989 general elections, it said. 


The commission has called for the appointment of ad 
hoc judges in the high courts io enable disposal of 
election petitions expeditiously. This would be a step in 
the right direction, it added. 
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[Text] New Delhi, March 28—Six Union Ministers and 
four Opposition stalwarts were among those elected to 
the Rajya Sabha in the elections held today. The Oppo- 
sition managed to wrest 10 seats from the Congress(I). 


The elections were held for 61 seats in 14 States, includ- 
ing Sikkim. Haryana and Jammu and Kasiimir elected 
candidates unopposed. 


The results of four seats from the Gujarat have been kept 
in abeyance following complaints of rigging. Of the 57 
results declared today, 32 went to the Congress(I) and 25 


to Opposition. 


Though three members are retiring from Punjab on April 
2, election could not be held there following the dissolu- 
tion of the State Assembly. 


The biennial elections brought down the Congress(I) 
strength in the 245-member House to less than 140. 


The Centra! Ministers elected to the Upper House are: 
Mr. Motilal Vora, Mr. Hansraj Bhardwaj, Mr. Radhak- 
rishna Malaviya (all from MP), Mr. Bindeshwari Dubey, 
Mr. Rafiq Alam (both Bihar) and Ms. Saroj Khaparde 
(Maharashtra). 


The victorious among the Opposition leaders are: The 
BJP president, Mr. L.K. Advani (MP); jurist Mr. Ram 
Jethmalani (Janata party-Karnataka); the Lok Dal(A) 
leader, Mr. Subramaniam Swamy (UP) and the former 
UP Chief Minister and Janata nominee, Mr. Ram 
Naresh Yadav. 


The Jan Morcha of the former Defence Minister, Mr. 
V.P. Singh, made its entry in Parliament when its 
candidate Mr. Anand Prakash Gautam was declared 
elected from UP. 


In Maharasthra, the Congress(I) bagged five seats while 
the Janata nominee, Mr. Vishwasrao Patil took the sixth. 
Besides Mr. Khaparde, the other Congress(I) winners 
were Mr. Vithal Yadav, Mr. Vishwajit Prithvijit Singh, 
Mr. Murali Bhandare and Mr. Suresh Kalmadi. 


Cross-voting 


Though the Congress(I) won all the three seats from 
Orissa, the election in the State was marred by cross- 
voting by a section of its members. The only non- 
Congress(I) Independent candidate, Mrs. Manorama 
Mahapatra, backed by the Opposition, polled 34 votes— 
four votes in excess of what the entire Opposition could 
have cast. 
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The Janata wrested from the Congress(I) three of the 
four Rajya Sabha seats from Karnataka. The fourth seat 
went to the Congress(I) candidate, Mr. H. Hanuman- 


thappa. 


In A.P., the Congress(I) retained one seat and lost three 
to the Telugu Desam which took four seats. One seat 
went to the CPI(M). 


In West Bengal, all the five seats went to the Left Front 
candidates, with the CPI(M) taking three and the CPI 
and RSP one each. 


The lone seat from Sikkim went to the ruling Sikkim 
Sangram Parishad member, Mr. Karmi Tenzing Topden 
who secured all the 30 votes. 


In H.P., the Congress(I) retained the lone seat when its 
nominee Mr. Sushil Barongpa was declared elected in a 
straight contest. 


Two Congress(I) candidates—Mr. Bhuvenesh Chatur- 
vedi (sitting MP) and Dr. Abrar Ahmed—and the joint 
Opposition nominee, Mr. Kamal K. Murarka were 
elected from Rajasthan. 


While the Lok Dal(B) wrested a seat from the Congress(I) 
in Haryana without contest the National Conference and 
the Congress(I) won a seat each similarly in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The Congress(I) retained a seat in byelection to 
the House from Bihar without a fight to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of L.K. Jha. 


Of the 64 members retiring, 44 belonged to the 
Congress(I). The State-wise break up of the retiring 
Congress(I) members is: Andhra Pradesh (four); Bihar 
(six); Gujarat (four); Haryana (one); Himachal Pradesh 
(one); Karnataka (four) including expelled member Mr. 
F.M. Khan; Madhya Pradesh (five); Maharasthra (six); 
Orissa (two); Rajasthan (three) and U.P. (eight). 


The figures given are total seats; seats won by the 
Congress(I) and seats won by the Opposition: 


A.P.: 6; 1; 5 (TDP-4; CPI(M)-1). Bihar: 8; 6; 2 (Janata-1; 
Lok Dal(B)-1). Haryana: 1; nil; | (Lok Dal(B)). H.P.: 1;1. 
J&K: 2; 1; 1 (NC). Karnataka: 4; 1; 3 (Janata). M.P.: 6; 5; 
1 (BJP). Maharashtra; 6; 5; 1 (Janata). Orissa: 3; 3. 
Rajasthan: 3; 2; | (Janata). U.P.: 11; 7; 4 (Janata-2; Lok 
Dal(A)-1; Jan Morcha-1). West Bengal: 5; nil; 5 (CPI(M)- 
3; CPI-1; RSP-1). Sikkim: 1; nil; 1 (Sikkim Sangram 
Parishad). 


Results from Gujarat withheld.—UNI 
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[Text] New Delhi, March 28—At least one million 
tonnes of crude a year will be available from the GS 16 
offshore structure in the Krishna-Godavari basin, 
according to sources in the Oil and Natural Gas Com- 
mission. This estimate is based on the test production 
completed so far in the structure which is 12 km from the 
coast near Amalapuram in Andhra Pradesh. 


It was stated today that during recent test production of 
the GS 16-5 structure, the oil flow rate was 5,000 barrels 
a day and that of gas 1.6 lakh cubic metres a day. Three 
other wells in the GS 16 structure—two four and eight— 
have also proved successful. 


The reserves established in the Godavari off-shore fields 
so far have confirmed a potential annual yield of at least 
a million tonnes of oil. With the application of advanced 
production techniques, full scale commercial production 
is expected to begin from the end of the current year. 


Four prospects 


The Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Mr. Brahm 
Dutt, in response to supplementaries in the Rajya Sabha 
today made a reference to the production potential of the 
four prospects in the GS 16 structure of the Krishna- 
Godavari basin, and also mentioned the flow rate from 
the fourth well put on production tests. 


The Minister said the three prospects in the Cauvery 
basin—Narimanam, Bhuvanagiri and Kovil-Kallapal— 
from where currently associated gas was being produced, 
were at the delineation stage. 


Utilisation Level 


Figures given by the Minister in response to a question 
showed that the flaring of gas was gradually coming 
down. Out of the total production of 9,854 million cubic 
metres (mcm) in 1986-87, as much as 74 per cent or 
7,072 mcm was utilised and the rest was flared. 
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(Text] Panaji, March 27—The foundation has been laid 
for the construction of ““Maitree”, India’s second perma- 
nently-manned station in the Antarctica, according to Dr 
R. Sengupta, leader of the Seventh Indian Antarctica 
expedition which returned here yesterday. 
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Talking to reports on board the Swedish ice-breaker, 
“Thuleland”, soon after it docked at the Mormugao 
harbour, Dr Sengupta said pillars had already been 
raised at the site of the new station at Shirmacher oasis, 
in the interior of the Antarctic region. 


**Maitree”, being indigenously fabricated by the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation, is expected to 
become operational during the next expedition, he said. 
The site of the new station is about 80 km from the first 
Indian station, “Dakshin Gangotri’”’. 


Highlighting the achievements of the seventh expedition, 
Dr Sengupta, an eminent research scientist at the 
national institute of oceanography here, said his team 
had succeeded in penetrating deeper into Antarctica and 
had carried out extensive air-borne geo-magnetic studies 
for mineral surveys. 


The studies are considered to be of paramount impor- 
tance because they would enable India to claim a share of 
the mineral resources of Antarctica. 


Dr Sengupta said the expedition continued investiga- 
tions on the distribution, abundance and variability of 
living organisms, particularly krill, squid and fish. 


The Indian Antarctica expeditions have so far surveyed 
nearly 20,000 sq km of the region according to Mr 
Pawan Raina, director in charge of Antarctic expeditions 
in the department of ocean development. He said the 
ultimate target would be to reach the South Pole. 


Col V.S. Iyer, leader of the fourth wintering team which 
also returned on the “Thuleland” today recounted the 
fury of the Antarctic weather. He said the wintering 
team, which spent a year on the icy continent, faced 
some hair-raising experiences in temperatures as low as 
minus 56 degrees Celsius. 


Of the 70 days the expedition team was in Antarctica, it 
faced foul weather on 43 days. On certain days, it faced 
blizzards with wind speeds reaching up to 200 km per 
hours, it was stated. 


Besides 19 scientists, the expedition had 18 personnel 
from the army, 14 from the navy, 19 from the air force, 
two from the department of ocean development, one 
from the Defence Research and Development Organisa- 
tion and one from the films division. 


Among organisations connected with research are the 
national institute of oceanography, the national physical 
laboratory, the Indian institute of eco-magnetism and 
the Indian meteorological department. 


The seventh expedition team was welcomed at the Mor- 
mugao harbour, among other, by Goa’s minister of state 
for agriculture, Mr Subhash Shirodkar, and the secretary to 
the department of ocean development, Dr S.Z. Quasim. 
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[Text] In a statement issued on Saturday the CPI(M-L) 
has condemned the killing of its Punjab State committee 
leader and president of Kirti Kisan Union Jaimal Singh 
Padda by terrorists on 17 March. 


Condemning all kinds of communal terrorism and fas- 
cism, whether Sikh, Hindu or Muslim, the party general 
secretary K Ramachandran has also expressed his party’s 
opposition to Shiv Sena’s stand against the Sikh commu- 
nity as a whole. 


The demand for “Khalistan” and the present situation in 
Punjab is not a national liberation struggle, but a prob- 
lem created mainly by the Congress and Akali Dal in 
order to capture power in Puniab. 


Past experience has shown that struggles in the name of 
nationalities, like the ones led by DMK in Tamilnadu, 
Asom Gana Parishad in Assam or separate Vidarbha or 
Telengana, have been sponsored by the ruling classes 
themselves to divide the unity of the people and perpet- 
uate their rule based on exploitation, the statement 
added. 
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[By Cecil Victor: “‘Missiles: Era of Self-sufficiency 
Ahead?”’] 


[Text] News of the successful testing of a family of 
missiles produced in Indian laboratories is a heartening 
development after decades of dependence on foreign 
sources and licence production arrangements. Though 
we are still some time away from making these missiles 
operational, it is obvious that we are going to be self- 
reliant in the missile technology. 


And there is promise that our missiles will be more 
powerful; their warheads, especially for the surface-to- 
surface variety, could pack more punch than those 
available from abroad. There are indications of this in 
the separate though not totally unrelated research and 
development work being conducted on explosives in 
other laboratories. 


The Integrated Guided Missile Development Pro- 
gramme (IGMDP) was launched in 1983. That it has 
produced results before 1988 is commendable. By the 
1990s three types of missiles named Akash (medium- 
range) and Trishul (SAMs) and Nag (anti-tank) would be 








JPRS-NEA-88-033 
9 May 1988 


in service with the Army, Navy and the Air Force. From 
licence production of missiles in 1983 to self-sufficiency 
in missile technology in the early 1990s is as incredible 
an achievement as was India’s venture into the peaceful 
uses of atoraic energy. It underscores, once again, that 
given a “mission approach” to national requirements 
there is the possibility that the Indian scientific commu- 
nity can produce the goods. 


When it goes into production the anti-tank missile Nag 
will be as good as any in the western arsenal. It will be 
fired trom the armed light helicopter (ALH) being devel- 
oped by HAL with West German collaboration. It will 
home on to target by looking for the profile of a tank with 
the help of infra-red imaging, a system less amenable to 
jamming by counter measures. It can be used in all types 
of weather and during day and night. 


Trishul, the surface-to-air missile will be carried on a 
wheeled vehicle for the IAF and a tracked one for the 
Army. Its short reaction time is considered adequate for 
its role as anti-sea-skimming missile for the Navy. These 
are the close-in SAMs. Akash, the medium-range, sur- 
face-to-air missile, is based on the ramjet technology and 
has a phased-array radar developed by another DRDO 
laboratory. The combination of ramjet technology 
(where the force of air pressure is used for combustion) 
and liquid propulsion in a single stage has helped reduce 
engine weight and thereby improved the thrust-to-weight 
ratio. Another SAM of long-range variety, Agni is also 
under development. It will complete a triad that will take 
care of air defence against intruding aircraft—long- 
range, medium-range, and short-reaction. Agni will 
replace a several-decades-old missile system which has 
been the mainstay in the SAM arsenal so far. 


Further in the future it is proposed to manufacture our 
own air-to-air, air-to-surface and anti-ship missiles. Pro- 
pulsion technology is just one fraction of all that goes 
into the making of a missile. Much depends on its 
accuracy (guidance) and its immunity to electronic 
decoy systems. These have been achieved through an 
extremely sensitive strapdown inertial guidance system 
and a computerised command system coupled with 
millimetre-wave imaging infrared homing. 


In the air-defence mode the requirements are primarily 
to deny airspace use by very high-flying bombers and 
reconnaissance aircraft; and to knock out the swift 
deep-penetration single-pass fighter-bombers whose mis- 
sion it is to destroy tank concentrations, artillery deploy- 
ments and other strategic installations. The successful 
interception depends on the reaction time of the missile 
from the moment it is triggered to the time of intercep- 
tion of target; on the guidance system that will take it to 
target without deviation; and on a warhead which makes 
escape difficult because of the power of its explosion and 
the range of its fragments. The guidance system must be 
so versatile as to avoid attempts to decoy it away from 
target. This class of Indian missiles can benefit from the 
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fragmentation technology developed within the country 
and at present being harnessed to a high explosive shell 
for a naval gun to destroy incoming missiles. 


For long-range interdiction as demonstrated during the 
recent phase of the Gulf war, the surface-to-surface 
missiles are a more cost-effective way of achieving mass 
destruction than aerial bombardment in hostile air 
defence environment where loss of aircraft could make 
the mission prohibitive. Surface-to-surface missiles are 
mainly used to destroy targets beyond artillery range 
(about 30-35 kms) and even over continental distances 
by using cruise and terrain-hugging technology. For the 
moment no such claims have been made for the Indian 
missiles but there can be little doubt that given the 
improved anti-aircraft missiles installed in Pakistan 
there would be a large number of targets that could more 
easily be tackled with surface-to-surface missiles than 
risk aircraft. The range of the Prithvi—250 kms—put 
most of Pakistan’s supply routes and lines of communi- 
cations within its reach. If it can be made air-transport- 
able (not too difficult a proposition given the cavernous 
hold of the Il-76 transport aircraft and the heavy lift 
capability of the Mi-26 helicopter) it can do the same 
with certain segments of the chinese lines of communi- 
cation that affect Indian security. 


However, if any future subcontinental conflict is not to 
be allowed to degenerate into a no-win situation like the 
recent “war of the cities” in the Gulf then the employ- 
ment of long-range surface-to-surface missiles will have 
to be tailored to a more mobile style of warfare. The 
possibility that its warhead can be made more powerful 
than most other conventional warheads of missiles of 
similar range is available in the fuel-air weapon the 
feasibility of which has been established by Defence 
laboratories in Pune. 


Also, their accuracy will have to be guaranteed by better 
intelligence input in the guidance computer. This can 
happen only if aerial reconnaissance can bring the infor- 
mation. Besides there will have to be provision for 
different types of warhead for different missions, i.e., 
against tank concentrations a sense-and-destroy guid- 
ance can increase the kill probability. 


It is 1988 and a period of trials for repeatability and 
systems testing lies ahead before the missiles can be 
productionised. Between now and the early 1990s there 
are pitfalls enough. One is the decision by a seven-nation 
Western cartel to prevent the supply of missile-related 
technology to developing nations. Indian scientists are 
confident that such an embargo will not affect their 
work—so far advanced it is. However, there are continu- 
ing attempts by the West to try and sell missiles to India 
and thereby try and disrupt her indigenous programme. 
One way this can be done is to introduce a new high- 
technology element into weaponry in the periphery of 
India. There are already boldfaced attempts to flaunt 
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extant mi<:te systems by the US, France and other 
countries. The expectation is that in at least one or two 
systems Indian dependence on foreign sources will con- 
tinue. 


We managed to evade the hardsell by US Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger for anti-tank missiles. 
Soon the new incumbent Mr Carlucci is expected to pay 
a visit to the subcontinent. 


106662 


Defense Body Scored for Delay in Production of 
Equipment 

46001391 New Delhi PATRIOT in English 

30 Mar 88 p 5 


[Text] The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parlia- 
ment has pulled up the Defence Research and Develop- 
ment Organisation for its inordinate delay in developing 
a vital equipment for the Army even 16 years after the 
project was sanctioned. 


Releasing the 114th report on Tuesday the PAC Chair- 
man told a press conference that according to the origi- 
nal estimates the particular equipment codified as “B” 
was to be made available to the Army for user trials by 
mid 1975 and thereafter for series production by mid 
1977. But the committee found that till now there was no 
specific indication as to by which time it would actually 
be available for use to the Army. 


The committee came to the conclusion that serious 
efforts were not made to provide the equipment to the 
Army within the stipulated time although it was in its 
great need. It was because of the fact that the scientists of 
the R and D establishment appeared to have taken up a 
challenge which they were not able to cope with. The 
scientists, perhaps, carried away by their enthusiasm 
over-estimated the scientific capability and infrastruc- 
ture available in the country, the PAC report said. 


The committee further said that it was not wise on the 
part of the R and D to take up this particular challenge 
by estimating the cost and time-frame of RS 53 lakhs and 
three years respectively for completing the development 
of equipment. Both the estimates were wide off the 
mark, the committee report regretted. 


The PAC «vunceded that it might not be possible to 
estimate the cost precisely and time-frame for comple- 
tion of a R and D project. But the estimates should be 
correct within certain limits and there should not be 
extraordinary escalations as have been in this case. 


The committee deplored the lack of proper planning in 
the defence R and D establishment and said neither the 
army nor the R and D bothered to keep abreast of the 
positions with regard to the development of an equip- 
ment codified as “C”’. 
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The committee felt there was no real coordination 
between various agencies and there has been compete 
lack of planning. In this context the PAC requested the 
Government to take urgent steps to ensure that research 
programmes are drawn up realistically with regard to the 
available technological competence, domestic industrial 
infrastructure, availability of foreign knowhow compo- 
nents, a time-bound package with well-defined objec- 
tives and responsibilities. The committee aisc desired 
the effective monitoring of all such research programmes 
at frequent intervals. 


Owing to the inordinate delay, a huge cost escalation 
took place in the development cost of the equipment. 
The cost went up from estimated Rs 53 lakh to Rs 265.95 
lakh and it was still under trial which indicated that 
some more time was required by the R and D to improve 
its functioning which would naturally involve further 
cost escalation. The disproportionate escalation in costs 
proved the fact that the authorities concerned did not 
have a clear conception of the amount of development 
efforts required at the time of initial estimation, the PAC 
noted. 


The committee has recommended that it is imperative 
that the research and development project of this nature 
is not only properly formulated at the initial stage but 
their progress also effectively monitored till its final 
— to be able to meet the practicable time- 
rame. 
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Troops Buildup Reported in Pakistan’s Kashmir 
46001392 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
26 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Jammu, March 25 (PTI)—Pakistan has intensi- 
fied its military activities and brought in more troops in 
the Pakistan-held area of Jammu and Kashmir, accord- 
ing to official sources. 


The sources said with the construction of about one 
dozen new cantonments, Pakistani military authorities 
had also increased the strength of its troops on the 
opposite side of the line of control. 


These sources said besides sophisticated weapons, 
including heavy machine-guns and Stinger missiles, 
Pakistan had deployed special service group (SSG), a 
guerrilla force, especially trained in high altitude and. 
glacial warfare tactics, at different formations along the 
Jammu and Kashmir border. 


These guerrillas had been trained at Chirat, near Murrie 
and Aliabad in the Hajipir area about 13 km from the 
border township of Poonch. 


The sources disclosed that after several unsuccessful 
attempts to encroach on Indian territory at Asia’s highest 
battle-field at Siachen glacier, Pakistan had stepped up 
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its military activities by upgrading the airstrip at Skardu 
in the Gilgit area for sophisticated aircrafts recently 
acquired from the United States. 


No clash of serious nature has been reported from the 
glacier area after January 11 this year when F akistani 
troops opened heavy shelling at Bana picket. 


However, unprovoked firing by the Pakistani troops at 
several places in the border districts of Poonch and 
Rajouri had caused tension among the civil population. 
Seven persons died and 16 were wounded following 
Pakistani troops firing at civilians in Poonch district 
during the last one year. 


Meanwhile, the latest information from Poonch says that 
Pakistani troops yesterday evening opened small arms 
fire at six places near Poonch. 


The trouble began when the Indian security forces 
objected to Pakistan for encroaching on the Indian side 
by digging trenches and building military installations at 
village Keerni Goontrian in the north-east of Poonch. 


/0666? 
IRAN 


IRI-Turkish Cooperation Extended 


Combat Regime’s Adversaries 
46400095 London KEYHAN in Persian 3 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The Islamic Republic asked the Turkish govern- 
ment to cooperate with the Iranian regime to prevent the 
flight of Iranians and also to suppress those Iranians 
opposing the Islamic regime who fled to Turkey after the 
revolution. 


Extended talks and negotiations between the Islamic 
Republic and Turkey took place before the visit to 
Tehran of Turgut Ozal, the prime minister of that 
country. 


The deputy foreign minister of Turkey in Ankara said to 
reporters: The issue of providing security along the 
borders between the two countries, the extradition of 
criminals, and putting a stop to the networks that smug- 
gle heroin to Europe across the Iran-Turkey border were 
the focal points of the talks between the delegations of 
the Islamic Republic and Turkey. 


He said: Another issue discussed by the officials of the 
two countries was protecting the 320 km of mountain 
borders between the two countries. He added: Turkey 
would also like Iran to arrest armed Turkish Kurds who 
escape the pursuit of officials and cross the border to 
Iranian soil and deliver them to the Ankara government. 
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The deputy foreign minister of Turkey added: The 
Islamic Republic has also requested that the government 
of Ankara stop the activities of thousands of Iranians 
opposing the Islamic Republic who live in Turkey and 
prevent the illegal entry of Iranians on to Turkish soil 
across the mountain borders of the two countries. This 
official did not reveal the details of the talks. 


It should be pointed out that groups opposing the Islamic 
Republic estimate that about 1.5 miliion Iranians live in 
Turkey, having taken up residence in various cities of 


. that country since the revolution. 


The visits of the delegations from the Islamic Republic 
and Turkey to each other’s country took place prior to 
the visit of Turgut Ozal, which look place on Sunday, 
and the decision was made to have the final agre::ment 
signed in Tehran. The delegation from the Islamic 
Republic to Turkey included Velayati, the foreign min- 
ister; Mohammed Sadr, deputy of the Ministry of the 
Interior; and a group of officials of the Ministries of the 
Interior, Foreign Affairs, and Information and Security 
of the Islamic Republic. The Turkish interior minister, 
who is the brother of Prime Minister Turgut Ozal, also 
visited Tehran. 


Turgut Ozal arrived in Tehran on Sunday. On this visit, 
he also signed an agreement with Iranian officials to 
build an Iranian crude-oil pipeline through Turkey. The 
agreement to build the pipeliue was signed last January 
by the officials of the Islamic Republic and Turkey, and 
during the visit of Turgut Ozal to Tehran, the final 
agreement was signed. This pipeline, which is estimated 
to be 2,000 km long, will transfer oil from Khuzestan to 
the coast of the Mediterranean S:a. Building costs for 
this pipeline have been estimated at $2.6 billion. This 
pipeline will be able to transfer oil from the Ahvaz 
deposits to the oil terminals in the southeast of Turkey 
on the Mediterranean coast. 


The Turks have benefitted most from the war between 
the Islamic Republic and Iraq. They have also signed a 
similar agreement with Iraq, and the third oil pipeiine 
from the northwestern wells of Iraq to the Turkish oil 
terminals and the Batman oil refinery will soon be 
completed. 


It was decided that the Turkish prime minister will visit 
Baghdad soon after his visit to Tehran. Official sources 
in Turkey announced that Ozal’s visit to Baghdad will 
tzke place in a month. Meanwhile, it was said that 
although the Turkish prime minister has no specific 
proposal to end the Iran-Iraq war, in his meetings in 
Tehran and Baghdad, he will ask the officials of both 
countries to end the war. 


Goods Transport Discount 
46400095 London KEYHAN in Persian 3 Mar 88 p 11 


[Text] From now on, the Islamic Republic will be given 
a 25 to 50 percent discount for the transport of its goods 
through Turkish ports and railroads. 
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The proposal for a discount on transportation costs 
through Turkey was discussed during the bilateral nego- 
tiations between the road and transport ministers of the 
Islamic Republic and Turkey which took place some 
time ago in Tabriz and was agreed on by Turkish 
officials. According to part of the agreement between the 
Islamic Republic and Turkey, that country will arrange 
for a discount of between 25 to 50 percent on rates for 
the goods and cargo of the Islamic Republic which are 
transported through Turkey to Iran. According to the 
agreement signed by the ministers of roads and trans- 
ports of the two countries, the volume of goods from the 
Turkish ports and railroads will increase to 1.8 million 
tons annualy and with the increase in transit permits for 
goods accross the transit roads between the two countries 
this amount will reach 1000 trucks compared to the 
previous year [as published]. 


10000 


Gilan Mines Yield Noted 
LD252325 Tehran IRNA in English 
1605 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Rasht, Gilan Prov., April 25, IRNA—Twelve 
provincial mines including coal, fire clay, limestone, 
building stone and mica yielded some 500,000 ions of 
minerals last calendar year (ended March 20, 1988). 
According to an official from mines and metals depart- 
ment here today five new mines with high potential 
yields have been discovered in the eastern and western 
parts of the province. 


Non-Oil Exports From Hormuzgan 
LD252329 Tehran IRNA in English 
1615 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Bandar-e ‘Abbas, Hormuzgan Prov., April 25, 
IRNA—Non-oil exports earned a total of Dirs 125 
million in foreign exchange in the year 1366 (ended 
March 20, 1988) from this southern province. A provin- 
cial customs official announcing the above said last 
year’s exports increased by 25 percent compared to the 
corresponding period in 1365 (1986-87). The goods were 
exported to India, the United Arab Emirates, the Soviet 
Union, Taiwan, Czechoslovakia, Japan, Bangladesh, 
West and East Germany, Turkey, Italy, Tunisia, Tanza- 
nia, South Korea as well as some other European coun- 
tries. 
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Britain To Increase Aid 
46000125b Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in 
English 23 mar 88 p 1 


[Article: “Britain To Provide Aid of About Rs.800 
Million in Grants to Nepal”] 


[Text] Kathmandu, Mar 22: Britain is to provide capital 
aid of about 20,000,000 Sterling Pounds (about 
800,000,000 rupees) in grants to Nepal. 


This was disclosed by | 
Overseas Development 
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Hinduism To Receive Official Patronage 
46000125d Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in 
English 30 Mar 88 p 1 


[Article: “His Majesty Offered Heartfelt Gratitude By 
World Hindu Conference”’] 


[Text] Kathmandu, Mar. 29 (RSS): The World Hindu 
Conference has expressed heartfelt gratitude of His Maj- 
esty the King for establishing the Social Services 
National Coordination Council under the able Chair- 
manship of Her Majesty the Queen and for creating the 
Hindu Religion Services Coordination Committee 
within the Social Services National Coordination Coun- 
cil as a body for the promotion of Hindu religion and 
culture through the medium of social service. 


This is stated in one of the resolutions adopted by the 
World Hindu Conference that concluded here Monday. 


The conference also offered its heartfelt gratitude to His 
Majesty the King for establishing the Lumbini Area 
Development Trust under the Chairmanship of His 
Royal Highness Prince Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah for 
the organized development of the Lumbini area, the 
birth place of Lord Gautam Buddha, and for the recog- 
nition of Lumbini as an international pilgrim spot. 


The conference also offered heartfelt gratitude to His 
Majesty the King for the establishment of the Mahendra 
Sanskrit University for the preservation, promotion and 
development of Sanskrit language, the fountainhead of 
all the language of the entire Hindu world. 


Another resolution adopted by the conference says that 
Sanskrit being the most potent unifying factor among the 
Hindus and the main source of spiritual inspiration, 
should be promoted by all possible means. In order to 
popularize Sanskrit and its learning, the World Hindu 
Organisation should organize special programmes peri- 
odically, it suggested. 


The conference felt that the code of conduct for all 
Hindu should be effectively promoted and propagated 
by all means. 


The conference noted that caste-system and untouch- 
ability had done much damage to Hinduism and 
resolved to eradicate these ‘evils of Hinduism’. 


The conference stressed the need to translate Hindu 
values of life such as love, Daya (compassion) Paropakar 
(benevolence) and Manavta (humanity), into action- 
oriented programmes to serve individuals, families, 
communities and nations in areas of need. 


Hindus must adopt the principles of live and let live, 
universal brotherhood, coexistence and tolerance in 
their dealing with others, both at national, regional and 
international levels. 
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Hindus must strive for the great revival and renaissance 
of the moral values and rightful living and thinking in 
their societies and insulate this is the education systems, 
both formal and non-formal, says another resolution. 


“The youth force must be geared to adopt Hindu values 
and philosophies and must work selflessly as spiritual 
ambassadors (Dharmadut) wherever they are.” Realising 
that youths form an important segment of society, the 
conference resolved that their services should be utilized 
for the protection and promotion of Hinduism. 


The conference called for expediting the encyclopaedia 
of Hinduism project and for the establishment of at least 
one powerful short-wave radio station solely devoted to 
Hindu religion and philosophy preferably in Nepal, the 
only Hindu kingdom. 


This station, said the conference, should broadcast in 
major languages of the world. 


Another resolution says that Hindu saints, Gurus and 
scholars should be officially sponsored to travel overseas 
On missions to propagate Hindu philosophy and religion 
and cultural delegation exchanged between countries. 


The conference also decided that “‘one religion and one 
caste, one society and one culture” should be the slogan 
for Hindu unity and peace. 
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Resolutions To Promote Hinduism Adopted 
46000125c Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in 
English 28 Mar 88 pp 1, 7 


[Article: “Resolutions To Promote Hinduism Adopted” 


[Text] Kathmandu, Mar 28 (RSS): Conversion of Hin- 
dus by any means must be prohibited all over the world, 
says one of the resolutions adopted by the World Hindu 
Conference that concluded here Monday. 


In another resolution the conference suggested that “to 
facilitate better communication mechanism among 
Hindu society, central Hindu information bureau be set 
up.” 


Cow slaughter should be completely banned and be 
made a punishable offense like man-slaughter, it added. 


In a yet another resolution, it proposed creating a 
department to promote the establishment of Vedic 
Dharma in the West and the creation of a college or 
centre here in Nepal for the studies of Vedic Dharma 
among westerners. 


It also underlined the need to help better the knowledge 
for the real Vedic religion in western countries and the 
formation and training of westerners in a correct way. 








JPRS-NEA-88-033 
9 May 1988 


The World Hindu Conference also suggested that the 
conference theme Hindu unity for world peace now 
become a movement with the objective of mobilising 
and coordinating the activities of the various Hindu 
organisations throughout the world, so that world peace 
can become a reality. 


For this, the conference prays to His Majesty King 
Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev to guide this movement 
by providing able and dynamic leadership. 


Another resolution adopted by the Conference says it is 
the humble request and prayer of all the delegates and 
participants of the Conference that His Majesty the King 
will accept the chief patronship of the World Hindu 
Federation, and thereby provide the momentum needed 
to achieve the goals of this movement for Hindu unity 
and world peace. 


The conference noted “‘Nepal is the only Hindu King- 
dom in the entire world. The Hindu culture, which has 
been nurtured by the pure and noble thoughts of Vedic 
culture considers peace as the ultimate objective of life. 
The peace-oriented Hindu culture and religion has had a 
profound impact on the Kingdom of Nepal. Due to this 
influence, this country in the sacred lap of the magnifi- 
cent Himalayas, has remained a Zone of Peace from time 
immemorial.” 


“This Mahasammelan, considering Nepal as a protector 
of the Hindu culture, respects it as a Zone of Peace, and 
also hopes that starting from Nepal, peace will soon 
spread throughout the world, thereby further enhancing 
the true and peaceful ideals of the Hindu culture”, it 
added. 


The World Hindu Conference also felt the need to 
establish an International Hindu Cultural Centre in the 
Hindu Kingdom of Nepal representing Vedic, Bouddha, 
Jain, Sikh and other main branches of Hindu religion 
and culture for fostering unity and harmony amongst the 
members of the Hindu world. 


It also felt the need to establish the Vishwa Hindu Fund, 
a fund to assist in the functioning of various programmes 
in an international standard by providing the necessary 
equipment and funds and thus bring about unity and 
cordiality amongst the Hindus of the world. 


The Conference resolved to form a scientific interna- 
tional committee to spread teachings of Hinduism as a 
scientific religion. This literature should be in the lan- 
guage that is understood by people of the respective 
countries, it suggested. 
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Editorial Bemoans ‘Lack of Credible Press’ 
46000125a Kathmandu THE MOTHERLAND in 
English 29 Mar 88 p 3 


[Article: “State of the Press”) 


[Text] Two denials from two HMG ministries of reports 
in the press make more than blatant existing anomalies 
which continue to malign both government and press. 
That denials should come through Ministry spokesmen 
when there is no such practise on other occasions makes 
HMG’s relations with the press in no way informative 
other than in denying information. Since communica- 
tion with the media is restricted to occasional! denials, it 
is hardly surprising that many reports in the press 
remain far from the truth merely because of the lack of 
authentic information. On the other hand the claims to a 
credible press became precarious when the situation 
encourages incredibility. 


This incredible situation has done more to harm the 
system. Unfortunately, shortsighted politics would 
rather take advantage of the incredible. Thus despite 
alternative programmes for the development of an insti- 
tutionalised press in the country, successive govern- 
ments have chosen to ignore its actual needs and the 
people in power would rather take advantage of the 
prevailing disorganisation than go about creating a sem- 
blance of rationality in the fourth estate. 


The question of linking advertisement support to circu- 
lation, the question of compulsory registration at the 
Audit Bureau of Circulation and the question of opening 
newspaper business to audit all remain essentially in the 
cooler today and the government has merely chosen to 
support what it thinks is its favourites through covert 
deals. In so doing, the more widely circulated papers 
with the anti stand have taken the market given lack of 
incentive for professional competence among support- 
ers. The anti sweep in the market does more harm to the 
system than to those in government and thus commands 
little attention except when the situation hurts individ- 
uals. 


/12223 
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Concern Expressed Over Frequent Violence in 
46560026 Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 4 Mar 88 p 3 
[Editorial: “How Can Riots Be Brought Under Control”] 


[Text] When a city is caught in frequent rage of riots and 
every small issue raises a dispute, it is taken for granted 
that basically there is some object that is hindering the 
path of peace. As long as this fundamental cause is not 
removed, peace will never be established. Karachi is one 
such city where riots have become an everyday affair. No 
one, however, seriously strives to find the basic cause of 
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these daily riots. If someone murdered a teacher, it was 
required to discover its cause, to investigate it, to arrest 
the criminals and to rightly punish them. But in this city 
such matter is made a cause of disturbance and riots. A 
crowd of people starts stoning. The roads are blocked. 
People start attacking each other. No one tries to find the 
real cause of murder. Once the riots and violence begin, 
how can the investigation be carried out, and who will do 
it? Due to these riots, not only do the real criminals 
disappear, but they cover up their crimes. After commit- 
ting the crime, they are clearly saved from receiving the 
punishment, while the innocent and sinless people are 
held liable to it. The stores and warehouses are robbed. 
They are set on fire. So are the motor vehicles and 
houses. After that, the riot as usual makes room for itself, 
and the rival parties start fighting. Whether something is 
gained from this or not, the oil keeps on pouring on the 
flaring flame of revenge. One learns that as a result of the 
riots so many persons have been killed and so many 
wounded. After that, the administration comes into 
action, and a curfew is imposed in the areas affected by 
the riots. Arrests are briskly made. By then, the real 
instigators of the disturbances have already disappeared 
after accomplishing their task. A military watch pursues, 
and an effort is made to bring the riots under control and 
restore the conditions to normal. 


It was commonly believed that after the success of the 
Refugees National Movement, the city’s situation would 
return to normal. Efforts would be made to remove the 
complaints. Law and order would be established in the 
city. A state of lawlessness that had existed for years in 
this city would disappear. Also a state of confusion that 
existed politically and the inattentiveness acquired by 
the administration would totally vanish. Peace and tran- 
quility would be available to the people. All these hopes, 
however, were shattered and one realized that they were 
all wrong. The wounds are so deep that they cannot heal 
soon. But with the continuation of these riots, will those 
objectives for which the struggle was started be 
achieved? Apparently, its answer is in the negative. The 
sensible individuals of every faction are aware of the fact 
that nothing would be gained from these riots except 
hatred and loss. It is essential, therefore, to find out the 
primary causes due to which people get restless and 
provoked, and they flare up for every trivial matter. As 
long as a serious and sincere effort is not made to 
eradicate the linguistic hatreds, peace would not be 
established in Karachi. If no attention is paid toward this 
matter, this illness would continue to grow. If a surgery is 
performed to remove this illness, that too, due to delay, 
would be ineffective. 


The procedure through which this illness could be 
treated is that such a police force should be appointed in 
the city that performs its duty with sincerity, honesty and 
neutrality. Its number should be sufficient enough. They 
should be provided with all those means and resources 
that could enable them to overcome the rioters, the 
terrorists and disruptionists. It should have a direct 
contact with those office-holders of the administration 
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who maintain full authority of dealing with such matters. 
The cooperation of the local influential individuals and 
political leaders should be acquired in the areas where 
there are frequent riots. With their assistance, an effort 
should be made to gain control over the said areas. 
Besides, the people who usually create disturbances 
should be arrested. Such elements should be kept under 
strict surveillance. They should be pinpointed. The 
peace-loving citizens should be supported, and with their 
cooperation, an effort should be made to bring law and 
order back to normal. Because it becomes necessary to 
adopt unusual methods in places where ordinary proce- 
dures become ineffective. It is also known as to which 
parts of the city are hit by riots and where restlessness 
begins. Such areas should be particularly guarded. They 
should be collectively penalized. Under no circum- 
stances should they be granted so much freedom that as 
soon as the opportunity arises, they create disturbance 


again. 


It is necessary to start acting upon this modus operandi 
immediately. It is not enough to believe that the restric- 
tions of a few days curfew would permanently terminate 
these riots. 


At times a disturbance starts when some veiled individ- 
uals pass by in a car firing at certain areas. At other 
times, some mischievous motorcyclists open fire for 
amusement sake and disappear. Then, the people of the 
area also without any thinking or consideration further 
incite disturbance. Thus the entire area without any 
reason is struck with riots and violence. 


As long as the factors that are the cause of restlessness 
and dissatisfaction are not eliminated, window-dressing, 
transitory curfew and military summons will not reform 
the situation. It is the duty of the administration to 
summon the leaders of all rival parties and hold a 
roundtable conference under its own supervision. It 
should listen to their grievances with calm heart and 
mind. Any reasonable proposals offered by the people 
should be accepted. Immediate arrangements should be 
made to act upon them. In this way the leaders of all the 
parties will also be satisfied so that the administration is 
aware of their grievances and afflictions. Also that it is 
seriously and sincerely making an effort to remedy their 
tribulations. Obviously after the people have gained 
satisfaction, the riots and restlessness will end. There will 
be a solid foundation laid for the establishment of 
permanent law and order in Karachi. We fully hope that 
the administration will seriously and sympathetically 
ponder over our petitions, and that it will make instant 
arrangements for the treatment of this illness before it 
becomes incurable. At the same time, we request the 
residents of Karachi to leave no stone unturned to 
protect this celebrated city of the beloved country from 
destruction, because their well-being lies in the better- 
ment of this country. 


9779/6091 
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Implications of Indian Naval Build-Up Examined 
46000126 Karachi DAWN in English 
27 Mar 88 pp 7, 12 


[By Air Chief Marshal (Rtd) Anwar Shameem] 


[Text] With one big lear forward, India’s dream of: 


possessing a blue-water navy has been fulfilled. The step 
in question is its recent acquisition of a nuclear-powered 
submarine from the Soviet Union. It has also driven the 
final nail, if it was at all needed, in the coffin of the pious 
intentions of well-meaning nations to keep the Indian 
Ocean free of nuclear weapons. 


Much has been written on India’s military strength. The 
facts and figures are not secret. Despite the abject 
poverty rampant in India, it has over the decades moder- 
nised and re-armed its armed forces at a tremendous 
pace and considerable expense. The Indian navy had, 
however, felt that it had received a lower priority as 
compared with the other two services and, therefore, was 
not up to the mark to carry out its designated role. In 
spite of the Indian Navy’s numerical as well as firepower 
superiority over any other navy in the region, it was 
often stressed that during the 1965 conflict with Paki- 
stan, the Indian Navy could not move out of the safety of 
its harbours for fear of P.N.S. Ghazi, the lone U.S.- 
leased submarine that Pakistan then possessed. It was 
also argued that the Indian Navy had no answer to the 
tentative moves made by the Indonesian Navy in sup- 
port of Pakistan. A reported U.S. naval move towards 
the Indian Ocean during the 1971 Indo-Pakistan War 
was also cited as a threat to India which could always 
pose problems for it at any crucial hour. 


During the 1970s, therefore, the Indian Navy pleaded 
persistently with Indian leadership to allocate it funds, of 
an unprecedented quantum. In a recent interview with 
an Indian journal, the FRONTLINE, India’s new Naval 
Chief, Admiral J.G. Nadkarni, stated that during the last 
decade or so, there had been a steady expansion of the 
Indian Navy and its budget had shown a steady increase. 
Disputing the fact that the Indian navy had been through 
a phase of “fairly massive scale” of acquisition, he 
nevertheless conceded that not massive but a sizeable 
number of platforms had been added which represented 
a fairly wide array of different types of ships and diverse 
platforms such as underwater, surface ships and aircraft. 


Emphasising that “sea control” and “sea denial” were 
the two most important roles of the Indian Navy, he 
explained that the Indian Navy had to ensure that sea 
areas of importance to India were controlled by the 
Indian Navy for which it required aircraft carriers, 
surveillance planes and frigates. It was also required to 
see that the area in question is denied to the adversary, 
for which the primary weapon is the submarine. He went 
on to say that besides sea control and sea denial, the 
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Indian Navy’s tasks included protection of exclusive 
economic zone, amphibious operations and protection 
of the coast. An all-round growth of the navy was, 
therefore, necessary. 


The Indian Navy already is the sixth largest navy in the 
world. It has almost 100 ships of various descriptions 
including two aircraft carriers and 12 submarines as also 
75 aircraft. It is the largest navy in Asia after that of the 
USSR. Its ambitious “all-round growth” plans envisage 
that in 4 years’ time and at an expense of Rs 15,000 
crores, it will have almost doubled its inventory of naval 
craft and aeroplanes, notable among the additions being 
three more nuclear submarines, 30 Sea Harrier aircraft 
and 31 Sea King helicopters. In the words of an Indian 
military writer, Shekher Gupta, it would then become 
the “spearhead of a cocky new regional superpower 
practising an activist foreign policy within its own sphere 
of influence and having the military means to enforce it, 
a la Sri Lanka.” Another noted Indian military analyst, 
Rita Manchanda, considers that the Indian Navy was 
now poised for a major expansion in terms of its reach in 
an essentially assertive role. 


The recent addition of the nuclear submarine, I.N.S. 
““Chakra,” which may well be for training purposes as the 
Indian Prime Minister stressed while inducting it into 
the Indian Navy, was, nonetheless, as Rajiv Gandhi 
conceded, a milestone and with its induction into the 
Indian Navy, the country had joined the maritime 
nuclear club. Even this training submarine has the capa- 
bility of firing 24 torpedoes. It is specially built for 
long-range patrols, it is fitted with highly sophisticated 
electronic equipment and its wide-bodied hull muffles its 
engine noises rendering detection difficult. As it is nucle- 
ar-powered, it has phenomenal endurance (and range) 
and this has given the Indian Navy tremendous capabil- 
ity of sea-denial. No wonder even the United States was 
concerned. Ambassador Raphel observed that 
““Chakra’s” induction had introduced a new level of 
technology and military sophistication that had never 
been seen before in the area. 


Sea Areas 


No amount of sophistry on the part of the Indian 
officialdom can deny the fact that the substantial growth 
of the Indian navy in recent years, its programme of 
further acquisitions through imports and indigenous 
production, upgradations and its plans to develop and 
strengthen its naval bases, including the one at Nicobar 
island, are designed to control the sea areas from Mada- 
gascar to Malaccas, to influence and, if necessary, coerce 
the littoral States. The Indian Navy's reach in years to 
come would cover not only the Indian Ocean, the Ara- 
bian Sea, the Gulf, the East Coast of Africa but also 
sea-areas as far as Australia and Indonesia. It would also 
act as a strong deterrent to the extra-regional navies 
operating in the Indian Ocean such as those of the 
United States, the USSR, the UK and France. 
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Add to this the expansion and modernization that the 
Indian Army and Indian Air Force have undergone in 
recent years and India’s nuclear programme (which 
continues to be “peaceful” despite explosion of a nuclear 
device way back in 1974) and one will have a clear 
perception of the Indian military’s awesome potential, 
its plans and capabilities, its ambitions and the working 
of its mind. It is no longer the question of India’s small 
ill-equipped neighbours putting in a feeble effort to 
safeguard their vital interests or even natiovial sover- 
eignty; it is a question of maintaining international order 
and securing peace in the face of a megalomaniac State 
burning with the desire of assuming a superpower status 
and thus regaining its so-called pristine glory having 
been seriously tarnished as a result of subjugation by 
successive foreign invaders. 


All the powers that feel threatened as a result of India’s 
enormous naval (and army and air force) build-up will 
undoubtedly formulate their respective responses and 
adopt necessary counter-measures. However, one cannot 
help make an observation or two with regard to the 
Soviet attitude to the game. The Indian military and 
technological machine, as it is today and what it is 
expected to become in the foreseeable future, could not 
have assumed such alarming dimensions “without the 
generous help from our friends, the Soviets” (words 
within quotes are Rajiv Gandhi’s). Now, it is hard to 
believe that the Soviet Union is genuinely fond of India 
or the Indian way of life. Undoubtedly, India has 
deemed it expedient to support the Soviet Union on 
most international issues. But then India has always 
extracted more than a due price for it. Why, in these 
circumstances, should the Soviets arm the Indians to the 
teeth and build up a strong potential rival who professes 
to entertain superpower ambitions? When India is no 
longer in need of the Soviet assistance, the Indian 
friendship towards them will wear thin. The change in 
India’s relationship with China should be an eye-opener. 
We, in Pakistan, who have lived with India through ages 
know their genius only too well and are clearly aware of 
what regard they have for international friendship and 
agreements or norms of inter-State relationship and 
respect for territorial integrity of other countries. 


In spite of the fact that India (and the Soviet Union) 
chose such a time for the induction of the nuclear 
submarine in the Indian navy when the world attention 
is focussed on Afghanistan, New Delhi’s message is loud 
and clear, particularly for its traditional adversary, viz 
Pakistan and may be summarised as under: 


a) India has not only the size, but also the strength and 
will to dominate, during war and peace, the countries in 
the region, particularly the littoral States of the Indian 
Ocean and the Arabian Sea. This is what India regards as 
its sphere of influence and is prepared to keep it as such. 


b) India can blockade Karachi—Pakistan’s only port— 
during a war and choke the most viable route of its 
essential supplies, both military and civil. 
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c) On the pretext of tne existence of war-like conditions, 
India may insist on providing escort to merchant ship- 
ping operating in the Arabian Sea and the Indian ocean. 
(Apart from establishing its domination in the area, this 
will mean a source of considerable revenue for India). 


d) India will be able to undertake amphibious landings 
on the shores of Pakistan, thus stretching beyond the 
limit Pakistan Army’s capability to defend the frentiers. 


This, indeed, is a formidable chailenge for Pakistan. At 
present, Pakistan is hardly in a position to meet it. Its 
modest-sized navy with its antiquated equipment cannot 
even provide adequate coastal defence, the role for 
which it is primarily meant. Pakistan Army is heavily 
committed to the defence of our long borders with India 
and Afghanistan. Pakistan Air Force, besides its war- 
time tasks of achieving air superiority in designated 
areas and providing air defence, is being called upon 
more and more to support the army in the interest of 
successful conduct of « verall operations. Unfortunately, 
Pakistan Navy has, for long, suffered from neglect and 
shortsightedness of our past governments and has not 
been allowed to develop sufficiently to cope with the 
enhanced scope of its responsibilities. Even now the 
frigate issue has been allowed to lapse into an unseemly 
debate. 


The challenge from the Indian Navy has to be accepted, 
if Pakistan wishes to survive as an independent State 
where its people can lead their own way of life based on 
Islamic ideology and achieve the desired progress in the 
economic, social, scientific and educational fields. Ide- 
ally, Pakistan Navy should acquire an adequate number 
of submarines (including nuclear-propelled ones), air- 
craft carriers, destroyers, frigates and other necessary 
naval craft and also augment its own air-arm comprising 
a suitable complement of aircraft and helicopters. With- 
Out going into details, it can be easily seen that it is going 
to be a very tall order. Pakistan Navy should, therefore, 
determine its minimum requirement so as to enable it to 
defend Karachi harbour, coastal areas and sea-route to 
the Gulf, possibly up to Aden, and thus provide an 
effective deterrent to the threat posed by the Indian 
Navy. Based on this, the Pakistan Navy should be able to 
present its case forcefully, justifying it with valid argu- 
ments in the appropriate fora. In this task, the navy 
needs the sympathy of the Government and the legisla- 
tors, which it should receive. 


The army should be expanded and equipped to meet the 
challenge of hostile shore-landings. Likewise, the capa- 
bility of the PAF should be enhanced to provide the 
necessary support to the navy such as the needed combat 
air patrols, anti-shipping surveillance, and search and 
rescue operations. Missions launched from air bases 
would preclude the necessity of acquiring aircraft carri- 
ers and the necessary aircraft and ships to support them. 
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To ensure the maintenance of essentia! supplies at all 
times, development of viable surface (rail and road) 
communications through Iran should be undertaken. 
Also, an oil pipeline should be laid between Iran and 
Pakistan. Our relations with Iran have always been very 
happy. These should be further strengthened to cover the 
entire political and economic range. 


India’s acquisition in the field of conventional weapons 
is sO extensive that Pakistan may never le able to 
provide a credible answer to it. Resource constraints will 
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always come in the way of the necessary expansions and 
continuous replenishments and updating. Also, there are 
problems related to dependence on foreign sources of 
supply. Pakistan, therefore, must seriously consider the 
nuclear option as the last unavoidable resort for its very 
survival. As India has already acquired nuclear capabil- 
ity, Pakistan does not have to be apologetic about it even 
on moral grounds. 
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